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Introduction 

Crime has been an heavily important issue that has been on the rise during the past 

decade and now it is time to get to the heart of the problem. In comparison to one decade 

ago, while some areas of crime have slightly declined, others have caused increasingly more 

global damages and harm. For example, an estimated $3 trillion of global damages in 2014, 

has now climbed to over 10 trillion dollars in 2024 caused by frauds and cybercrime alone, 

demonstrating an over 200% increase in global damages.  

This topic itself is relatively straightforward to understand, however coming up with 

suitable actions that tackle the issue will require immense precision and depth regarding the 

details of this crucial topic. There are various different categorisations of crime such as 

crimes against the person vs property, or violent crimes vs nonviolent, or felonies, 

misdemeanours, and infractions and other severity based categories. Implementing one 

singular action to prevent the need for crime won’t be viable as it won’t account for all the 

unique circumstances provided by the many different categories and sections of crime.  

However, just like every other problem, crime also has a cause. And getting right to 

the roots of it, can play a large role in diminishing the problem altogether. Given that 

socioeconomic disparities are the leading factor in crime globally, improving conditions 

seems like an act that has been long overdue. Key examples of socioeconomic factors and 

disparities include poverty, economic status, unemployment, education and income level 

disparities. Actions to improve conditions can range from reducing unemployment rates 

and global poverty levels, to increasing taxes on the upper class to diminish socioeconomic 

disparities altogether. Overall, improving conditions to prevent the need for crime in the 

first place appears to be an effective method that helps get to the roots of the problem itself. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

1.​ Crime: An action or omission that constitutes an offence and is punishable by law. 

2.​ Poverty: The state of not having enough resources to get access to basic necessities 

and services such as food, education, water and shelter. 

3.​ Socioeconomic: Relating to the combination of social and economic factors.  

4.​ Socioeconomic status: A way of classifying people based on socioeconomic factors 

such as their education, income, occupation, area of residence and living conditions, 

access to resources. 

5.​ Socioeconomic disparities: Differences in income, education, occupation, access 

to resources that lead to imbalances in the living standards of different social and 

economic groups of people. 

 

Background Information 

To effectively find solutions for this issue, maintaining a full and complete 

understanding and awareness of the issue and its history, is of utmost importance. Various 

different organisations have taken actions and done research into the effects of bettering 

conditions in areas that tend to have a lower socioeconomic status. The results from these 

case studies and examples strongly indicate a positive correlation between crime and regions 

with lower quality of living conditions. Countries that have improved their socioeconomic 

conditions for their residents have reported a huge drop in petty crime and theft. These past 

initiatives aimed to resolve this by implementing steps to enhance the conditions for the 

residents in that area. Listed below are some key examples of initiatives that lead to an 

overall reduction in crime. 

Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) in Glasgow, Scotland, 
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​ In the early 2000s, crime rates in Glasgow had risen dramatically causing Glasgow to 

be known as the “murder capital” of Europe. Between the years 2003 and 2005, the 

homicidal rate in Glasgow was 3 times higher than the average in the U.K. Given that some 

of the key causes of the crime were poverty and gang activity, in 2005, the Violence 

Reduction Unit, alternatively known as the VRU, was founded by the Strathclyde police. 

The VRU was so successful because they went directly to the causes of issues like gang 

involvement and knife violence. The VRU took actions such as offering ex-gang members 

and the youth full-time jobs in the community to help them build a living. The VRU also 

went directly into schools to teach about the importance of respect and solving conflicts. 

Improving healthcare programmes was another step taken by the VRU that helped rebuild 

trust in the police. In 2006, the VRU became a national unit and is now known as the 

Scottish Violence Reduction Unit. All of these projects and initiatives led to an over 70% 

drop in Glasgow homicidal rates, a 75% drop in youth gang involvement and a 60% drop in 

hospital admissions due to knife violence over the past 2 decades. All of these results are 

why the VRU is one of the greatest examples of crime being a result of poor conditions.  

 

Figure 1: John Carnochan, director and founder of VRU, and Karny McClusky, co-director, collect the 

Lifetime Achievement Award for their work in the VRU, (Andrew Perry, 2023). 

Youth gang involvement 
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Gang involvement for the youth was one of the largest issues during 

Glasgow’s crime crisis. Some of the key causes for the youth’s involvement in gangs 

during that time period and even still to this day, are a variety of socioeconomic 

factors such as poverty, failure in education, a lack of entertainment and 

socialisation options such as recreational spaces. These factors along with unstable 

family situations lead to social isolation for the child therefore making it much more 

likely for them to join a gang for protection purposes and for a sense of belonging. 

Glasgow during the 2000s was suffering from a lot of these factors such as extreme 

poverty with approximately 38% of their population being below the poverty line 

and being classified as “breadline poor” in the year 2000. This led to an estimated 

180 youth gangs in Glasgow in 2008, the same as London although London had a 

population 10 times larger than that of Glasgow’s. 

Detroit’s financial crisis 

​ Until the recent few years, Detroit had been in a deep financial crisis for many 

decades, due to a variety of factors including its automotive industry collapse and the 

financial crisis of 2008. Following this, Detroit completely collapsed within the following 

years with an unemployment rate of 27% in June 2009 and a 33% poverty rate in 2009. The 

city experienced huge economic instability during that period with crime rates soaring as 

well. 2009 recorded a violent crime rate of over 1200 violent crimes per 100,000 making 

Detroit one of the most dangerous cities in the U.S at the time. In 2012 it only got worse as 

the violent crime rate peaked at 1819 violent crimes per 100,000 people. Eventually in 2013, 

Detroit had to file for bankruptcy with a debt of over $18 billion. Detroit is another major 

representation of crime being an effect of poor conditions and low socioeconomic status.  
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Figure 2: An image showing Detroit’s abandoned Michigan Central Station representing Detroit’s decay 

over the years, (Camilo José Vergara/Business Insider, 2010). 

 

Current Situation 

Global Crime Rates and Socioeconomic Conditions 

​ Currently and over the past few years, the income disparities over the world have 

been increasing which could potentially lead to more crime in the lower socioeconomic 

class as they struggle to create a living. Global poverty rates have been slowly declining 

however currently there are still over 800 million people or around 10% of the world’s 

population who live below the extreme poverty line which is now $3 a day according to the 

latest change from the World Bank Group. With the 10% being concentrated into specific 

areas of the world such as South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. This will allow for future 

operations to be focused onto these highly concentrated areas. With various different trends 

of the direction crime, this indicates a shift in the tempo of the types of crime that we’ll be 

seeing. While violent crimes and property crimes appear to be declining, it is crucial that 

organisations continue to improve socioeconomic conditions to prevent them from 

increasing once again. Other areas of crime such as cybercrime are on the rise and research 

suggests that they will continue to be so as technology will only further expand and play a 

larger role in the daily lives of people.  
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Emergence of Technology and Evolving Forms of Crime 

​ With the advent of the meteoric advancement of technology in the modern world, 

so too does the nature of crime evolve. As observed across a number of developing regions, 

the onslaught of digitalisation without corresponding investments in the education, 

regulation, and employment sectors has created conducive conditions for cyber-related 

offences. East and Southeast Asia are some of the regions often cited as examples.  

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

United States of America (U.S.A) 

​ Given that the U.S.A had over 1 million violent crimes in 2023 alone, they no doubt 

will play a huge role in the future developments of this issue. In the past, there have been 

various cities in the U.S that have been known for having an abundance of crime with 

various actions being taken to increase the safety of those cities once more. Although the 

U.S. still has an intense amount of crime, their past experience with this allows them to play 

an important role in the potential solutions for the future. 

The USA foregrounds the prevalence of endemic vagrancy, disorderly behaviour, 

sudden confrontations, and violent attacks on the streets of America as a key security 

concern. Citing the finding that two-thirds of homeless individuals report addiction to 

drugs and mental health conditions, the nation makes salient the importance of shifting 

homeless individuals into long-term institutional settings for human treatment through the 

appropriate use of civil commitment in the interest of restoring public order. The Bureau 

of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs concurs with the understanding 

that organised crime and inadequate criminal justice systems undermine rule of law and 

disproportionately affect marginalized, underserved, and underrepresented communities. 
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The INL has implemented goals to disrupt illicit drug markets as well as smoke out 

corruption and illegitimate financing. 

​ Moreover, as part of the U.S. Government’s Central America Regional Security 

Initiative (CARSI), the USA extends crime prevention efforts to Central America, zeroing 

in on socioeconomic inequalities and youth unemployment through the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID). 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has been at the forefront of dealing 

with crime as that is one of their sole purposes and they still have a further role to play when 

addressing crime despite their past efforts. UNODC has taken various different actions in 

the past in the hopes of diminishing crime rates with only partial success. The aim of this 

topic is to generate new solutions to tackle this issue from a completely different angle.  

The mandates of UNODC include the areas related to transnational organized 

crime, criminal justice, countering corruption, drug control and terrorism. As elucidated in 

the UNODC Strategy 2021-2025, it confers priority to endeavours in researching the 

interlinkages between the drug problem and sustainable development, peace and security 

and human rights; support countries in consolidating criminal justice systems to dismantle 

organized crime groups and reduce impunity; provide means of cooperation between 

international and regional financial institutions, particularly in addressing 

anti-money-laundering asset recovery; ensure that the legal frameworks of Member States 

are in compliance with the 19 international legal instruments against terrorism; and 

buttress linkages between criminal justice systems and other sectors of government and civil 

society to effectively prevent and respond to crime.  

China 
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​ China has had lots of successful experience in the past in reducing crime and petty 

thefts by taking steps to reduce their poverty rates with their Targeted Poverty Alleviation 

programme. The goal of their initiative was to eliminate extreme poverty (also known as 

absolute) by 2020. Due to effective strategies and actions, China was successful in that goal, 

eradicating absolute poverty for over 80 million people just from 2013 to 2020. This 

indicates that they can play a large role in supporting any future developments towards 

reducing crime rates via the strengthening of socioeconomic conditions in the required 

regions.  

United Kingdom (U.K) 

​ The U.K is another country that has had great success in the past in reducing their 

crime rates by improving conditions around the world with the transition of Glasgow from 

being known as the “murder capital” of Europe to a city, although it still has crime rates 

higher than the national average, Glasgow has become much more safe than its state during 

the 2000s. Despite the U.K still having a lot of crime in their country, they still have one of 

the best crime prevention programmes in the world that goes about this issue in multiple 

ways with their success having been proven in the past with the case of Glasgow and its 

crime crisis. The United Kingdom has much to contribute in this debate and can focus on 

expanding their own crime prevention systems and helping other nations expand theirs.  

 

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events 

​ The UN has aimed to take action on this issue and several others like this in the past. 

Listed below are some past resolutions that can be used to demonstrate what has worked 

and what hasn’t been of use in the past.  
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●​ Strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 

programme, in particular its technical cooperation capacity, 10 January 2023 

(A/RES/77/237) 

●​ Strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 

programme, in particular its technical cooperation capacity, 22 December 2023 

(A/RES/78/229) 

○​ A/RES/78/229 and A/RES/77/237 are 2 distinct resolutions that are on the 

same topic. A/RES/78/229 aims to build on the previous resolution and 

update the actions stated in it. Although none of these resolutions 

particularly focus on socioeconomic conditions, both of these resolutions 

aim to focus on crime prevention through different methods including 

preventing corruption and promoting more international cooperation.  

 

Possible Solutions 

There are various ways to diminish crime rates by ending the need for crime 

altogether. One promising method to achieve this goal is by increasing more developments 

into infrastructure, education, healthcare, and more and better quality jobs. These actions 

will help tackle issues such as unemployment, lack of work experience, illiteracy, and 

frustration. These problems are the very core of the sequence/s that can lead individuals, 

often with lesser fortunate living standards and a lower socioeconomic status, to commit 

crimes such as theft, assault, extortion, and drug use. In the past, improving infrastructure 

and other key services in the city has been a straightforward way to get to the head of issues 

like unemployment, and has led to a massive drop in petty theft and general crime.  

Offering additional access to social services, improving health standards is another 

inherent prospect that can be used to reduce crime and gang activity and better the lives of 
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millions of individuals around the world. Gang activity, especially in the youth, has been 

fueled by social exclusion and isolation so preventing this in the first place will reduce gang 

activity. 

Delegates can feel free and are highly encouraged to come up with their own 

solutions for these problems however if any delegate is feeling stuck, then they can refer 

back to this document for ideas for their clauses.  

 

Bibliography 

Useful Resources 

You may find the following resources and tools, listed below for your convenience, 

helpful as you work on your clauses and attempt to gain understanding on this topic.  

●​ This article written by Alliant International University is extremely helpful on 

understanding why people commit crime in the first place and the causes of crime 

altogether.  

●​ This research study by the Canadian Government also explores the relation between 

crime and socioeconomic factors. 

●​ This is the website of Scotaland’s Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) and it contains a 

lot of information about their past actions. 
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