
MUN@UWCSEA | October 7th - 9th 2022

Forum: World Health Organization

Issue: Regulations to increase access to healthcare in areas of conflict

Name: Tobin Jae-Hyun Raza

Position: Deputy Chair, World Health Organization

Introduction:

One of the leading challenges currently impeding the move toward universal healthcare

is the high number of regions and populations currently affected by conflict zones. As

stated by the UN, there are over two billion people living in conflict-affected areas as of

March 2022. Additionally, the UN affirmed that the world is currently facing the greatest

number of conflicts since the end of WWII.

There is a multitude of reasons why maintaining sufficient healthcare as well as

adequate medical assistance comes with additional struggles within the context of

conflict-affected areas. Some of these include, lack of medical proficiency due to

increased violence, displaced medical personnel, and damaged infrastructure and

facilities. This, coupled with the increased necessity of medical assistance within areas

of conflict, make this problem such a prevalent issue. Additionally, said necessity largely

derives from a greater amount of emergency care required for physical injuries on

account of a greater risk of physical violence—such as in Syria where around 25,000

injuries were accounted for per month in 2016—as well as conflict areas serving as

hotspots for infectious and contagious diseases. Another cause for shortages of medical

supplies within conflict areas is the fact that medical care centers are often targeted in

an effort to destroy infrastructure or steal useful and essential supplies.

An example of this issue can be seen in the ongoing Yemen crisis, where less

than half of the medical facilities are currently operating and over 23.7 million people are

currently in need of medical assistance, 13 million of which are children. Because of the

lack of essential care, NCDs (non-communicable diseases)—which are

non-transmissible illnesses that require long-term treatment—make up over half of the
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deaths by illnesses in Yemen. On top of this, the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly

affected many people living in conflict areas, including Yemen, where highly contagious

diseases are not only highly transmissible but are likely more lethal to a larger amount

of the population.

It is important to note that as a result of these conditions, the extreme strain on

health supplies and resources leads to access to sufficient healthcare being near

impossible to achieve within areas of conflict. It is crucial that humanitarian

organizations take into account these concerns when implementing measures to

achieve universal healthcare.

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Healthcare: the maintenance or improvement of health via the prevention,

diagnosis, treatment, amelioration, or cure of disease, illness, injury, and other

physical and mental impairments in people.

2. Areas of conflict: a region, a country, an area within a country, or an area that

transcends country borders where conflict is prevalent.

3. NCD: Non-communicable diseases, or non-transmissible illnesses that require

long-term treatment with specific requirements. Examples include Parkinson's

disease, autoimmune diseases, diabetes, most forms of cancer, etc.

4. Aid: money, equipment, or services that are provided for people, countries, or

organizations who need them but cannot provide them for themselves.

5. Armed conflict: a contested incompatibility that concerns government and/or

territory where the use of armed force between two parties, of which at least one

is the government of a state, results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in one

calendar year.
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Background Information

Yemen Crisis

An example of healthcare struggles within areas of conflict can be seen in the Yemen crisis. The

Yemen crisis can be regarded as one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world where over

23.7 million people are currently in need of medical assistance. Additionally, less than half of its

medical facilities are fully operational, and many more lack the basic resources or funding to be

able to operate at the fullest capacity and tend to the ever-increasing number of patients to an

adequate degree, let alone be able to keep up with the constant increase in patients due to

injuries or illnesses as a result of crises. Due to Yemen’s position as an LEDC, these facilities

lack the necessary funding to remain reliable and operational, and many workers have been

without regular salaries for years. It is for these reasons that the UN has aimed to provide

much-needed aid and support to the ongoing crises, particularly in terms of medical support.

Providing these resources has proven to be a challenge, however, as not only is transportation

highly difficult within conflict areas, transportation of humanitarian aid is often targeted for

attacks or for looting, which has often led to fatalities in cases that are subject to inopportune

conditions.

Current Situation

Healthcare

Healthcare is a necessary resource that many LEDCs are struggling to supply or maintain. This

alludes to the concept that a large barrier of entry for providing proper healthcare services within

nations is adequate funding. Additionally, providing healthcare aid for developing countries has

been shown to greatly increase life expectancy. Currently, there are only 43 countries that do

not offer universal healthcare. However, outside of that 43, there is a great inconsistency as to

the quality, constancy, and accessibility of that healthcare, and many developing countries that

offer universal healthcare depend on aid from MEDCs in order to fund those systems.

Conflict Areas
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There are currently 61 ongoing armed conflicts worldwide, five of which have resulted in at least

10,000 deaths within the past year. These five are: the internal conflict in Myanmar, the

Afghanistan conflict, the Russo-Ukrainian War, the Yemeni Civil War, and Tigray War, with the

Tigray War currently holding the largest cumulative fatalities at 300,000–500,000 deaths.

Challenges with healthcare in conflict areas

A lot of areas of conflict often occur in LEDCs which is highly problematic for two main reasons,

medical assistance is a highly imperative resource within areas of conflict, and LEDCs often lack

the essential funding required for the supplementation of medical resources. Additionally, there

are multiple obstacles currently restricting these locations from receiving proper aid,

transportation being a large one. For example, in the Tigray War, the UN has struggled to deliver

supplies over land routes that are being blocked.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

World Health Organization

The World Health Organization aims to work towards promoting health and ensuring universal

healthcare across the globe. Many strategies have been and are being implemented by the

WHO in order to counter the struggles caused by conflict around the world. Currently, the WHO

is working on developing a new health and peace program that will address conflict matters in a

much more efficient and competent manner.

Doctors Without Borders

Doctors Without Borders is an international humanitarian medical non-governmental

organization of French origin that provides independent, impartial medical humanitarian

assistance to people, particularly those in areas of conflict or countries affected by endemic

diseases.
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UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

● Security Council resolution 2286 [on protection of the wounded and sick, medical

personnel and humanitarian personnel in armed conflict], 3 May 2016 (S/RES/2286)

Strongly condemns acts of violence against the wounded and sick, medical personnel and

humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and

equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities.

● Global health and foreign policy, 11 December 2014 (A/RES/69/132)

Reaffirms the principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and independence in providing

humanitarian assistance in humanitarian emergencies, armed conflicts, and natural disasters to

promote and fully respect these principles. And recognizes that one of the most serious threats

to medical and health personnel is posed by armed conflicts. Invites the World Health

Organization to provide technical support to the Member States upon request in order to

strengthen their capacity to deal with public health emergencies and the implementation of the

International Health Regulations.

Possible Solutions

1. Push for greater communication with living within conflict areas. One of the

challenges with supplying medical equipment to conflict zones is a lack of understanding

and poor communication between two groups. This can be due to cultural differences,

language barriers, or even a complete lack of a method for communication between

people in and out of the conflict areas. Pushing for increased communication between

people in and out of conflict areas will go a long way in providing a possibility for greater

aid and healthcare.

2. Consult within potential areas of conflict. A possible way to allow for greater access

to healthcare within conflict areas is to ensure that these locations already have

substantial or a stable foundation for medical resources before the conflict begins. This

can be done by providing humanitarian aid to developing countries or locations that are

currently undergoing high levels of tension or disputes.
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3. Design more adaptable systems. Since there are so many locations currently in need

of aid, it seems logical to create a universal system for providing aid to those countries in

order to decrease any potential confusion and to allow for the situation to be more

manageable as a single entity. However, areas of conflict are oftentimes highly

unpredictable, and so systems that are better able to adapt to different circumstances

will likely prove to be more effective than the alternative.

4. Invest in research. Conflict has been an issue as long as humans have existed, and will

most certainly continue to be an issue in years to come. For these reasons, it is

important that nations be able to prepare and adapt for more progressive systems that

will allow for greater access to healthcare in the future. This could also include investing

in research into diseases or illnesses that are especially common in conflict areas.

5. Invest in better methods of transportation or research alternative methods. One of

the main difficulties in providing medical support to conflict areas is complications with

the transportation of essential supplies. This occurs as a result of reasons such as

routes being blocked, or supply caches being intentionally targeted or looted. More

suitable ways to not only transport but also store medical supplies within conflict zones

will be extremely beneficial for the sake of accessibility to healthcare.
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