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Introduction:
There is no doubt that the COVID-19 Pandemic has wreaked havoc on the world.

The pandemic has destroyed economies, put strain on healthcare systems, worsened

mental health for millions around the world. Even three years after the virus was

discovered in a market in Wuhan, China, its impacts are still felt around the globe, with

some communities still in lockdown. However, as the world emerges from the

Pandemic, it is of the utmost concern of the world to take measures to prevent a repeat

of the COVID-19 pandemic and discuss measures for pandemic control in the future.

Member states have pandemic protocols in place in order to curb the spread of

an outbreak. Since the pandemic, there have been calls to update current pandemic

protocols. Pandemic protocols are in place to ensure clear communication to the public

regarding advice and measures recommended by healthcare officials, briefing

government authorities on appropriate legislative measures to take and assessing the

overall risk of the disease. It is important for governments to analyze what occurred

during the COVID-19 pandemic that allowed for cases to surge globally.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, countries employed various different

COVID-19 measures. These included periods of quarantine and isolation, contact

tracing, a prioritization of healthcare and other essential services and travel restrictions

to minimize international transmission. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has

demonstrated the need for preparation for future pandemics. This includes government

spending on future disease research and protocols to ensure against extreme economic

downturn. Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic has also made it clear that it is in the

interest of governments to employ sustainable and long-term pandemic procedures, as
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many governments were forced to loosen tight restrictions due to economic strain, and

risk an increase in community transmission.

It is of the utmost importance for governments to establish protocols for

pandemics before they occur to ensure against rapid spread or long-term effects of

epidemics and pandemics. It is the measures governments take to control the spread of

disease in the early days of transmission that determines whether controlled outbreaks

develop into epidemics and the even more catastrophic pandemic.

Key terms:
1. Epidemics

○ A widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a community or geographic

area (Becker).

2. Pandemics
○ A worldwide spread of an infectious disease, with larger reach than an epidemic

(Becker).

3. Quarantine

○ the period of time during which a person or animal that has a disease or that

might have a disease is kept away from others to prevent the disease from

spreading (Britannica)

4. Community transmission
○ The spread of a contagious disease in a geographic area in which there is no

knowledge of how someone contracted the disease. In other words, no known

contact can be traced to other infected individuals. (Becker)

5. Contact tracing
○ Contact tracing is a public health practice that health departments use to identify

and notify people who have been exposed to someone with an infectious disease

(CDPH).

6. Incubation period
○ The time between when an individual is first exposed to the virus and the

appearance of symptoms. A person’s level of contagion before symptoms arise is
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not known, although most experts believe people are most contagious after they

begin exhibiting symptoms (Becker).

7. Lockdown
○ An emergency measure in which individuals are restricted from certain areas in

an attempt to control exposure or transmission of disease. In a lockdown during

an epidemic, individuals are encouraged to stay home (Becker).

Background Information
Existing Pandemic Protocols:

Quarantine

Quarantine measures are imposed in order to curb the spread of disease.

Quarantine measures include isolation for those who test positive for the disease or

those who have been in close contact. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many member

states imposed quarantine measures on travel and those returning from countries with

high rates of transmission.

In order to prepare protocols for the future, member states can prepare set

quarantine measures for future pandemics for those arriving from other member states

or response teams to determine accurate quarantine periods.

Contact Tracing

Contact tracing is the practice of tracking and tracing the spread of the disease in

order to determine the infectant. Contact tracing is often used to determine the level of

exposure of an individual in order for them to follow the accurate recommendations of

healthcare officials.

Contract tracing methods include the use of apps, QR codes and other digital

technologies to track possible exposures from interactions within the community. While

contact tracing is effective, there have been concerns over issues regarding privacy.
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Travel Restrictions

Due to the viral nature of diseases, many countries imposed travel restrictions to

curb the spread of disease. Often this includes restrictions such as vaccination status,

disease testing, a period of quarantine, or in some cases, denied entry.

Countries often determine travel restrictions through the advice of healthcare

officials and professionals, and determine ‘high risk’ areas.

Types of outbreaks:

Viruses

A virus is an infectious agent able to replicate and live inside the living cells of an

organism. Viruses are highly infectious and are transmissible between organisms. Viruses are

often spread through bodily fluids, including mucus, spit and sweat, and can even spread

through bodily contact. The symptoms of a virus range from a mild cold to more severe

illnesses.

In terms of control, due to their viral nature, viruses can be difficult to control through

pandemic measures. Viruses often spread through small droplets that can be exchanged during

conversation or close exposure to the infected. Often a mask acts as a viable defense against

viruses.

Fungi

Certain forms of fungi are highly infectious and can lead to disease in humans. This

disease is able to spread from human to human. Fungal diseases often result in symptoms in

the skin, nails and lungs. These fungal infections are more commonly found in those with

weakened immune systems, but they are viral. Fungal infections often spread through direct

contact. As such, measures of social distancing are most often taken in such cases.
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Bacteria

Living bacteria is able to spread disease from human to human. These infections often

need a vessel, which can include water, food, air or even living vectors. An example of such a

disease is the Black Plague, caused by Yersinia Pestis, a bacteria transmitted by fleas. These

infections are varying in intensity from mild to life threatening. However, they are contagious.

Many steps can be taken in order to prevent widespread bacterial infection. These

include the immunisation of animals to prevent a ‘patient zero’, water treatment efforts to ensure

bacteria is not spread through water, personal hygiene and safe sex practices.

Current Situation

Reasoning for why managing pandemics is poor

Communication and Action

One of the fundamental reasons why taking action to prevent a pandemic isn’t very

effective is because vital communication and collaboration to work towards set health goals is

lacking between governments around the world. Our world has dealt with many pandemics and

epidemics before, barely just recovering from COVID-19, and in order to ensure that future

generations health and safety, improving global cooperation and communication to establish

protocols to protect the public is vital.

Vaccine Availability

To protect ourselves and others from dangerous viruses, vaccines help our body to

prepare for these viruses. But many MEDC’s are hoarding more vaccines than needed for

booster shots, leaving many LEDC’s with a shortage of vaccines, unable to protect themselves

from these viruses. Governments need to be ready for rapid vaccine production and distribute

these vaccines fairly according to population and case numbers of the said virus.

Lack of Monitoring

Another reason why reaction time for actions to prevent future pandemics is slow is

because of the lack of monitoring of animal pathogens. According to Nature.com, pathogens that
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circulate in animals are infecting humans. As COVID-19 has shown, once someone is infected in

one part of the world, trade and travel spread the virus almost everywhere else. Several priority

diseases with pandemic potential have been identified by the World Health Organization,

including Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever, Ebola, Marburg, Lassa fever, MERS, SARS, Nipah

virus infection, and Zika.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views:

WHO (World Health Organization)

As the name of ‘World Health’ may suggest, the WHO has a huge role in establishing

protocols to prevent current and future pandemics and epidemics. Especially in LEDC’s where

healthcare may not be adequate, the WHO provides adequate healthcare to these countries so

everyone may receive this basic right. As mentioned above, several priority diseases with

pandemic potential have been identified by the WHO, including Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic

fever, Ebola, Marburg, Lassa fever, MERS, SARS, Nipah virus infection, and Zika.

Singapore

Singapore was one of the most effective countries at battling current pandemics and

epidemics along with being prepared in case there may be future outbreaks. For example,

Singapore has established a network of Public Health Preparedness Clinics (PHPCs) which are

primary health clinics established in times of national need. Additionally, Singapore has used

apps such as Trace Together (SafeEntry) to track people who have been infected and has been

very successful in dosing out vaccines quickly and efficiently to the entire country, with more than

90% of the population being vaccinated against COVID-19. This goes to show the preparedness

of Singapore if there was to be a future outbreak.

China

Coronavirus originated in China and they have been one of the most proactive countries

to stop its spread. After one confirmed case, some local governments decided to implement a full

nucleic acid test – testing everyone in the city to find infected individuals. Over the span of 10

days in May 2020, about 10 million people were tested and a whopping 300 asymptomatic cases

were found. Since such testing needed to happen all throughout the country, many strong

measures were taken to ensure that everyone can be tested including performing the mixed test

method and building up temporary testing methods. China also produced two Covid vaccines –

6



MSMUN@UWCSEA | January 14-15, 2023

named CoronaVac and Sinopharm which account for a little less than half of the total 7.3 billion

doses of Covid vaccines delivered globally. However, this came with the cost of silencing many

people – for example, doctors in Wuhan were reportedly ordered to stop sharing information

about the virus. Other doctors, who shared information, were called in by the police and

information was censored on Weibo and WeChat.

United States of America

The USA had many more deaths and cases than almost any other country and there are

many reasons for this, but one large one is misinformation: the USA was plagued with

misinformation throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. From anti-vaxxers, Donald Trump telling the

public to drink bleach and the US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, supporting conspiracy

theories, misinformation was very harmful in the USA. The USA also produced many Covid

vaccines such as Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna.

The United Kingdom

The UK was one of the countries heavily impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The

government implemented strict lockdown measures, including closing schools and non-essential

businesses, and urging people to stay home. These measures were successful in reducing the

spread of the virus, but the country still experienced a high number of cases and deaths. In

addition to the lockdowns, the UK also ramped up its testing and tracing efforts, and worked on

developing and distributing vaccines. One mistake made was the ignorance of the pandemic

during its early stages, especially by the former Prime Minister Boris Johnson, which caused its

rapid spread.

The following graph displays the level of preparedness of countries during the pandemic, and

how prepared they would be for a future pandemic.
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UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

● Global solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), 2 April 2020

(A/RES/74/270)
o This resolution mainly acknowledges the problems with Covid-19, and references

nuanced and complex problems from different angles

o It also calls for commitment and collaboration from different countries, which is a

powerful sentiment to encourage

o The solutions are, however, slightly vague and do not properly provide steps to

take to aid in solving this problem

● International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and medical

equipment to face COVID-19, 20 April 2020 (A/RES/74/274)
o This resolution also mainly references the problems of vaccines and medication

accessibility around the world

o It also references the basic human right of being able to access medication

o There are not a lot of solutions – the solutions that are there, however, are good

and aim to solve the problem in a full, proper manner

Possible Solutions

● Creating an international organisation, with representatives from every country, that take

measures against misinformation and scams such as but not limited to:

○ Stopping or regulating the amount of misinformation that is spread on social

media.

○ Encourage specific media companies to take measures and create filters or

warnings against misinformation regarding the pandemic.

○ Regulating the scams that arose with the pandemic – for example, fake vaccines

and fake testing.

○ Reimburse and aid individuals and families that were affected by such scams.
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○ Creation of an app that tracks virus cases and informs users if they have come

into contact with an individual that contracted the virus.

● Encouraging investing into research and development for areas such as but not limited

to:

○ Improve quality and decrease harmful side-effects of Covid-19 vaccines.

○ Improve methods to produce Covid-19 vaccines to increase the output to make

the vaccine more accessible for many people around the world.

○ Improve accuracy of Covid-19 vaccines.

○ Conduct more extensive, but less time-consuming, tests for vaccines in order to

make sure they are effective and safe.

● Strongly encouraging the promotion and accessibility of vaccines for all individuals

through ways such as but not limited to:

○ Subsidising vaccine companies to increase production and decrease prices.

○ Promoting the areas for receiving the vaccine and its benefits on social media,

television, etc.

○ Vaccinate, or give booster shots, to older people, children and other vulnerable

populations first so they are protected.

● Advising all member nations to provide aid (financial and otherwise) to individuals and

families that were affected by the pandemic in order to recover more efficiently in ways

such as but not limited to;

○ Partnering with non-profit organisations to distribute food and other necessities to

families or individuals that need them.

○ Providing financial aid to individuals that may have lost their jobs.

○ Educating and informing the public about job opportunities to allow more people

to get a steady income quickly.

For delegates who are unsure of how to write their clauses, please use this document.
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● WHO releases guidelines to help countries maintain essential health services during the

COVID-19 pandemic
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