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Introduction:

The recruitment and use of child soldiers in armed conflict is a grave violation of

human rights, as in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights it states rights are inherent to

all humans. A pressing concern for the international community. Children, defined as

individuals under 18, are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse in conflict zones.

The practice not only robs children of their childhood but also poses long-lasting physical,

emotional, and psychological harm. Addressing this issue and ensuring the safety of children

in armed conflict requires a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach.

A complex interplay of factors leads to children becoming child soldiers. Armed groups often

recruit in an environment of conflict and instability, taking advantage of poverty, limited

opportunities, and a lack of education. Social pressures, coercion, and trauma can all lead to

children joining armed groups. Manipulation, ideology, and familial ties all play a part. Weak

governance and the absence of child protection laws make recruitment even easier. Children

in desperate situations may see joining as a means of survival. International efforts are aimed

at preventing this heinous violation of children's rights and rehabilitating former child soldiers,

but the problem persists in conflict-torn areas.

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Child Soldier: A child soldier refers to any person under the age of 18 who is

recruited, conscripted, or used in hostilities by armed forces or armed groups in any

capacity, including as fighters, cooks, porters, messengers, or spies.
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2. Recruitment: The process of enlisting or compelling individuals, often children, to join

armed forces or groups, whether voluntarily, forcibly, or through coercion.

3. Use in Hostilities: The involvement of children in armed conflict activities, such as

combat, spying, sabotage, or any role that directly exposes them to the dangers of

armed conflict.

4. Human Rights: rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality,

ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status.

Background Information

How the Issue Arose

The issue of child soldiers and ensuring the safety of children in armed conflict has arisen

from a combination of historical, social, political, and humanitarian factors. The use of children

in warfare is a deeply troubling and complex problem that has evolved over time. Here's a brief

overview of how this issue has come to the forefront of international concern.

Historical context

The use of child soldiers is not a recent phenomenon. Throughout history, children have

been involved in conflicts in various capacities (WWI and WWII), often as messengers,

drummers, or even combatants. However, the scale and severity of the issue have increased

in modern times due to factors such as the proliferation of small arms, the rise of non-state

armed groups, and the prolongation of conflicts.

The period of decolonization and the emergence of new states after World War II saw

the involvement of child soldiers in post-colonial conflicts and civil wars. The breakdown of

social structures and the availability of weapons contributed to the recruitment of children by

different factions.

Increased Visibility and Documentation
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Advancements in communication technology and global media have made it easier to

document and report on instances of child soldier recruitment and use. This increased visibility

has brought the issue to the attention of the international community and the public, leading to

growing awareness and advocacy. Shift in Conflict Dynamics. As conflicts have become more

asymmetrical, with non-state armed groups playing significant roles, the use of child soldiers

has been exploited by these groups due to their vulnerability and malleability. Children are

often seen as easier to manipulate and control. Humanitarian Concerns. The grave human

rights abuses suffered by child soldiers, including exposure to violence, exploitation, and

psychological trauma, have prompted global concern and outrage. The humanitarian

implications have driven efforts to address the issue and ensure the protection of children in

conflict zones

International Legal Framework

There has been an International Legal Framework put in place. The Optional Protocol to the

Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

(OPAC), adopted in 2000, is a key instrument that seeks to protect children from involvement

in armed conflict. It sets 18 as the minimum age for direct participation in hostilities and

prohibits the recruitment and use of children under the age of 18 by non-state armed groups.

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court also designates conscripting or enlisting

children under the age of 15 into armed forces or groups as a war crime.

Factors for Child Soldier Recruitment

Child soldier recruitment is often driven by a complex interplay of factors, including poverty,

lack of access to education, displacement, and the breakdown of societal structures due to

conflict. Children are coerced, abducted, or enticed into armed groups and forced to engage in

combat, espionage, or other dangerous activities.
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Children forced into armed conflict also suffer from physical and psychological trauma. They

are exposed to violence, exploitation, and abuse, and are often subjected to indoctrination and

forced to commit atrocities. Many are also denied access to education, healthcare, and a

normal childhood.

Efforts to Address the Issue

Despite efforts to address the issue, international efforts to address child soldiers and ensure

the safety of children in armed conflict include:

● Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) Programs: These programs

aim to reintegrate former child soldiers into their communities, and provide

psychological support, education, vocational training, and opportunities for a better

future.

● Awareness and Advocacy: Organizations like UNICEF and non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) work to raise awareness about the issue, advocate for stronger

legal frameworks, and provide support to affected children and communities.

● International Criminal Court (ICC): The ICC has taken action against individuals

responsible for recruiting and using child soldiers, contributing to accountability for

these crimes.

● Peacekeeping Missions: UN peacekeeping missions often include child protection units

and advisers to monitor and report on child rights violations and provide support to

affected children.

Challenges Despite International Efforts

Despite international efforts, challenges remain in addressing child soldier recruitment and

ensuring children's safety in armed conflict. These challenges include:

● Lack of enforcement mechanisms for international laws and protocols.

● Limited access to conflict zones for humanitarian organizations.
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● Insufficient funding for programs addressing child soldier rehabilitation and

reintegration.

● Weak governance structures and political will in conflict-affected countries.

In conclusion, addressing the issue of child soldiers and ensuring the safety of children in

armed conflict requires a concerted effort from the international community, including

governments, international organizations, NGOs, and civil society. A comprehensive approach

involving legal measures, preventive strategies, rehabilitation programs, and international

cooperation is crucial to protect the rights and well-being of children affected by armed conflict.

Current Situation

Child Soldiers

Humanitarian Concerns
The grave human rights abuses suffered by child soldiers, including exposure to violence,

exploitation, and psychological trauma, have prompted global concern and outrage. The

humanitarian implications have driven efforts to address the issue and ensure the protection of

children in conflict zones

 
 Recruitment and Use
 

 Despite international efforts, the recruitment and use of child soldiers continue to be a concern

in various conflict-affected regions around the world. Armed groups and even some state forces

have been reported to exploit children for various roles within conflicts.

 

 Geographical Scope
 
 Child soldier recruitment has been reported in countries such as Syria, Yemen, Somalia, the

Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, Myanmar, and Nigeria, among others.

 

Impact
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 Child soldiers face physical and psychological risks, including exposure to violence, trauma,

and potential long-term developmental challenges. They often lack access to education,

healthcare, and other basic services.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

The issue of child soldiers and ensuring the safety of children in armed conflict involves a

range of major parties, each with their own views and roles in addressing this pressing

concern. Here are some of the key parties involved and their general perspectives:

1. United Nations (UN):

The UN, through its various agencies such as UNICEF, UNODC, and the

Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children

and Armed Conflict, plays a central role in advocating for the protection of

children in armed conflict. The UN's stance emphasizes the need to

prevent the recruitment and use of child soldiers, promote their release

and reintegration, and hold perpetrators accountable.

2. Armed Groups and Militias:

Non-state armed groups have differing perspectives. Some armed groups,

especially those designated as terrorist organizations, have been known

to recruit and use child soldiers as fighters, laborers, and spies. These

groups may view children as easily manipulated and more expendable.

However, there have been instances where some armed groups express

willingness to engage with the international community to end the use of

child soldiers.
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3. International Organizations and NGOs:

Organizations such as Child Soldiers International (now known as Child

Soldiers International), Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and

others advocate for ending the use of child soldiers. Their views

emphasize the need for strong legal frameworks, monitoring mechanisms,

rehabilitation and reintegration programs, and holding perpetrators

accountable.

4. United States:
The United States has been a strong advocate for ending the use of child

soldiers globally. It has supported international efforts to prevent child

recruitment and provide assistance to former child soldiers. The U.S.

views child soldier recruitment and use as a grave human rights violation

and has taken measures to hold perpetrators accountable.

5. United Kingdom:

The UK has been active in addressing the issue of child soldiers and has

supported international initiatives to end the recruitment and use of

children in armed conflict. The UK government emphasizes the

importance of preventing child recruitment, ensuring accountability for

violations, and providing support for rehabilitation and reintegration.

6. Canada:
Canada has been involved in efforts to address child soldier recruitment

and use. The country focuses on supporting rehabilitation and

reintegration programs, strengthening child protection measures, and

advocating for accountability for perpetrators.
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7. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

The DRC has faced significant challenges related to child soldier

recruitment, largely due to prolonged conflict and instability. Efforts have

been made to release and reintegrate child soldiers through disarmament,

demobilization, and reintegration programs. However, the DRC's capacity

to fully address the issue remains limited.

8. Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone has made significant progress in addressing the issue of

child soldiers following its civil war. The country has implemented

successful disarmament and reintegration programs and has worked to

provide educational and vocational opportunities for former child soldiers.

9. Myanmar (Burma)

Myanmar has faced criticism and international scrutiny for the recruitment

of child soldiers by both state forces and non-state armed groups. While

Myanmar has taken some steps to address the issue, concerns remain

about the extent of child recruitment and the effectiveness of measures to

prevent it.

10.Syria
The conflict in Syria has led to complex challenges related to child

soldiers. Various armed groups, including government forces and

non-state actors, have been accused of recruiting and using child soldiers.

The international community has expressed deep concern about the

impact of the conflict on children's safety and well-being.

11. Colombia
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Colombia has made progress in addressing the issue of child soldiers

following its conflict with rebel groups. The country has implemented

comprehensive programs for the demobilization and reintegration of

former child soldiers and has taken steps to prevent further recruitment.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

The United Nations (UN) has been actively involved in addressing the issue of child soldiers and

ensuring the safety of children in armed conflict through a range of resolutions, treaties, events, and

initiatives. Here are some key points of UN involvement:

● Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): The CRC, adopted in 1989, is a

comprehensive international treaty that sets out the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural

rights of children. It emphasizes the protection of children from exploitation, violence, and

recruitment into the armed forces.

● Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC): Adopted in

2000 as a supplement to the CRC, OPAC raises the minimum age for recruitment and

participation in armed conflict to 18 and prohibits the compulsory recruitment of children under

18 by non-state armed groups.

● Security Council Resolution 1612 (2005): This resolution established a Monitoring and

Reporting Mechanism (MRM) on children and armed conflict. It mandates the listing of parties

to armed conflict that recruit or use child soldiers in the Secretary-General's annual report on

children and armed conflict.

● Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict: The Working Group was

established to review reports from the MRM and recommend measures to address violations

against children in conflict. It plays a key role in engaging parties to conflicts to end the

recruitment and use of child soldiers.

● "Children, Not Soldiers" Campaign: Launched in 2014 by the UN and UNICEF, this campaign

aims to end the recruitment and use of child soldiers by government armed forces by the year

2025. The campaign focuses on dialogue, capacity-building, and advocacy to achieve its goal.
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● Global Coalition for Reintegration of Child Soldiers: This coalition, launched in 2017, aims

to improve the reintegration of child soldiers through sharing best practices, developing

guidelines, and mobilizing resources.

● International Day Against the Use of Child Soldiers: Observed annually on February 12th,

this day raises awareness about the issue of child soldiers and advocates for their protection

and rehabilitation.

● Secretary-General's Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict: This position

serves as an advocate for children affected by armed conflict and works to ensure that child

protection is integrated into UN peacekeeping, peacebuilding, and humanitarian efforts.

● Annual Reports on Children and Armed Conflict: The Secretary-General submits annual

reports to the Security Council detailing the situation of children in conflict zones and identifying

parties that have committed grave violations against children.

● Efforts in Peacekeeping Missions: Many UN peacekeeping missions include child protection

advisers and components to monitor and report on violations against children, as well as to

engage with parties to conflict for the release of child soldiers.

The UN's involvement in addressing child soldiers and ensuring the safety of children in armed conflict

underscores its commitment to upholding the rights and well-being of children in some of the most

challenging and dangerous situations around the world.

Possible Solutions

Addressing the issue of child soldiers and ensuring the safety of children in armed conflict

requires a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach involving governments, international

organizations, NGOs, communities, and various stakeholders. Delegates can use these possible

solutions to write clauses by using these solutions as a framework for each clause. Here are some

possible solutions:



MUN@UWCSEA East 2023

1. Strengthen Legal Frameworks
Enforce and strengthen international treaties like the Convention on the Rights of the Child and

its Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC). This includes

raising awareness about the legal consequences of recruiting and using child soldiers.

2. Prevention and Advocacy

Raise awareness about the issue through education, media campaigns, and advocacy

efforts to discourage the recruitment and use of child soldiers. Engage community

leaders, religious figures, and influencers to promote the protection of children in

conflict.

3. Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) Programs

Implement comprehensive DDR programs that focus on the physical, psychological, and

social rehabilitation of child soldiers. Provide education, vocational training, and

psychosocial support to facilitate their reintegration into society. Include provisions in

peace agreements that prioritize the protection of children, prohibit their recruitment and

use, and outline mechanisms for their release and reintegration.

4. Humanitarian Access and Assistance:

Ensure safe and unrestricted access for humanitarian organizations to conflict-affected

areas to provide essential services, including psychosocial support, healthcare, and

education to children. Strengthen and expand monitoring and reporting mechanisms to

identify parties responsible for child soldier recruitment and use. Use this information to

apply pressure and engage with parties to the conflict.
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