
MUN@UWCSEA | October 7th - 9th 2022

Forum: Special Political and Decolonization Committee

Issue: Addressing the situation in Kurdistan

Name: Adya Sharma

Position: Deputy Chair, Special Political and Decolonization Committee

Introduction:
The ongoing Kurdish-Turkish conflict dates back to almost 50 years ago. The

entire issue began due to the takeover of Kurdistan by Turkey. The people of Kurdistan,

Kurds, live in various countries in the Middle East including Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.

Out of the 79 million people in Turkey approximately 16 million people are Kurds. The

Kurdistan’s Workers Party (PKK), led by Abdullah Ocalan, has revolted against the

Turkish government since 1984 with an aim to inaugurate Kurdisatan as an individual

state by fighting for more cultural and political rights. The Kurdish-Turkish conflict has

led to approximately 40 thousand devastating deaths. Conflict between Kurdish

insurgency groups and Turkey have been seen in forms of suicide bombings, protests,

military operations and many more. Troops have gone into cities occupied by Kurds with

objectives of expelling them as well as taking over cities held by Kurdish insurgency

groups. Attacks have been held against Kurds in cities such as Sucruç, Kobani, Hakurk,

Sirnak, Zap, Metina, and Gara. However, attacks against Turks by the Kurds have also

been held in cities such as Adiyaman, Ceylanpinar, Diyarbakir, Hakkari, Mus, Cinar, and

Mardin. The fight between both sides over independence and autonomy is an active

conflict that requires urgent attention by the United Nations.

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Conflict: an active disagreement between people with opposing opinions or

principles

2. Kurds: a member of a pastoral and agricultural people who inhabit a plateau

region in adjoining parts of Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Armenia, and Azerbaijan

3. Independence: freedom from being governed or ruled by another country
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4. Autonomy: the quality or state of being self-governing

5. Troops: a cavalry unit corresponding to an infantry company

Background Information

Beginning of the conflict

The Kurdish-Turkish conflict all began back in 1974. Between 1974 and 1984, the PKK took

prominent rise and was one of the main causes of this dispute. On March 18 in 1977, the city of

Gaziantep witnessed an assasination of a revolutionary group of Kurdistan. November 27th the

following year saw the concrete growth of the Kurdistan's Workers’ Party. The start of this

conflict was filled with assassinations, mass killings, bombings and hunger-strikes.

The rise of attacks

In the later half of 1984, the armed Kurdish rebellion took place with people attacking the

police. The Turkish forces then killed PKK’s military leader as a response to this attack in 1986.

The following year, a civil state of emergency was declared by Turkey after looking at PKK’s

actions. In 1991, the ban on the Kurdish language was slightly eased as speaking and singing

Kurdish was permitted however public speeches, newspapers, posters, and teaching in the

Kurdish language was prohibited. 1990-1999 was filled with protests, riots, destruction of the

city of Sirnak, ambushes, bans, disappearance of leaders, supply cuts and many other

incidents.

1999-2004

The main incident of the ceasefire took place across these 5 years (1999-2004). The PPK

declared the end of the war in February 2000 and terminated itself two years later. The reason

for the termination of the PKK was that they believed they had “fulfilled their mission” and went

on to construct a purely political organisation KADEK (Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy

Congress). However, due to the EU considering PKK as a terrorist organisation, 2004 saw the

end of the ceasefire and a restart to the conflict by bombings started by Kurdistan.

Current Situation
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On April 18th of 2022, Turkish weapons attacked Kurdish militant targets in Northern

Iraq. The weapons included drones, helicopters, warplanes and more. The root cause of this

took place during an air and land operation that mainly targeted facilities in Iraq. Upon news that

the PKK was conducting a mass attack, Turkish forces have kept air strikes in place to “prevent

terror attacks” from the PKK.

The latest Ukraine-Russia conflict has also influenced Turkey to take action against the

Kurds in Syria. It has been said that “Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is vowing to

launch a new military incursion into Syria in the coming weeks, an attack that would target

Kurdish forces there.” The timing of this attack is significant as the Turkish government believes

that other members of NATO would not be as inclined to solving this ongoing issue as they

would be to solve the Ukraine-Russia conflict.

This conflict is an example of a conflict that is a hard one to end. There are various views

of countries, cultural, political, and social views that only promote the growth of this conflict.

Initially, Turkey avoided the conflict as a whole in hope that it fades away on its own. They

thought it would be a safe and easy way to end this conflict that had been ongoing for multiple

decades. However, that was not how the plan unfolded. The prime reason why the conflict is

almost never ending is due to the concept of Sèvres Syndrome, also known as Sèvres

Paranoia. This is a belief in Turkey that “the Wests are conspiring to weaken and carve up the

Turkish Republic.” This fear keeps Turkish forces on their toes and always on the go to prove to

other countries that their nation should not be underestimated. This age old belief is a driving

factor of the Kurdish-Turkish conflict today.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)

The Kurdistan Workers Party, also known as PKK is the main organisation against

Turkey in this conflict. It was founded in 1978 by Abdullah Ocalan and is a Kurdish Resistance.

It’s main aim is to regain independence and autonomy from the Turkish government. It is however

recognised as a terrorist group by the US, EU and Turkey due to its violent acts against Turkey.

Turkey
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As the name suggests, the other major party involved in the Kurdish-Turkish conflict is

Turkey. The government of Turkey has aims of converting the entire state to Turkish ethnicity. It

took various actions such as banning songs, prints, education, and even news to be in any

Kurdish language. Therefore, Kurdish children are obligated to learn Turkish in school. Turkey

has also conducted various attacks on the Kurds and the PKK in retaliation to actions conducted

by the PKK.

United States of America

The United States of America has contributed greatly in the Kurdish-Turkish conflict. The

United States of America (US) has sent troops out at the Syrian border to aid the Kurdish parties.

These troops aim to help Kurds and provide some sense of defence to these Kurds against the

Turkish armed forces.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The United Nations Security Council met in late 2019 upon the news of a long planned

strike by Turkey. This meeting identified the aims of the two parties. The root cause for the

attacks conducted by Turkey are done in hope to limit terror activities. The Turkish government

claimed that all planned attacks were “responsible”. However, various nations were against the

idea of Turkey carrying out its operation due to the fact that they believe it does not essentially

solve the problem.

Furthermore, it was identified that the Kurds asked for help by saying “save out people

from genocide.” The United Nations Security council had multiple debates over what should be

done over the ongoing conflict. This entire conference did not stop the Turkish forces from

carrying out they planned operation as it was believed to be a carefully measured and

calculated one.

The United Nations Refugee Agency had also made some claims in hope to warn the

public of what was about to come. When US troops were taken back from the Turkey-Syria

border, they mentioned that “civilians are now in harm’s way” due to the fact that many people

were expected to migrate away from this border as attacks were to take place.
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Possible Solutions

● Treaties

○ A treaty is “a formally concluded and ratified agreement between states.” Treaties

would help agreements between two parties which could potentially stop or limit

the war that is taking place

● Re-evaluating laws

○ The Turkish government could re-evaluate what laws are in place due to the fact

that the language of the Kurds is not even allowed in Turkey. This would allow for

slightly more inclusiveness which could encourage parties to come to better

terms with each other

● Spread awareness

○ The United Nations and other organisations could spread more awareness over

this issue in order to try and educate both parties as to why this long war could

be beneficial if stopped and could also be good for the Kurds as well as the Turks
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