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Introduction:

The Middle East Palestinian territories, also referred to as the occupied

Palestinian territories (OPT or oPt), includes the West Bank and Gaza Strip territories.

Israel militarily occupies or controls these territories. East Jerusalem is Palestine’s

designated capital; the city of Ramallah in the West Bank has its administrative centre.

The Palestinian population is an estimated 4.81 million (mid-2016) and is part of the

League of Arab States.

On November 29th 2012, the United Nations (UN) officially recognized The State

of Palestine as a de jure sovereign state and Non-Member Observer State, gaining

recognition by over 130 countries. However, Palestine has not been recognized by

France, the United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Italy,

Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Spain and Switzerland.

There has been a constant conflict over the governance and territorial status of

Palestine. West Bank authorities as well as a Gaza Stip de facto administration called

“the Hamas” have been ignoring opposition from the public. Protesters are faced with

various forms of violence and mistreatment, such as arbitrary detention and the overuse

of force. Palestine has seen a lot of corruption and inequalities. This includes the

vaccination of high-ranking officials before health workers in addition to the use of

violence against and lack of rights given to females.
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Definition of Key Terms:
1. Governance: (noun) the act or process of exerting and/or overseeing the control

and direction of something, usually a country or an organisation

2. Territoriality: (noun) territorial status; the continual and firm attachment to a

specific territory; the pattern of defensive behaviours of a territory

3. Sovereignty: (noun) a country’s power of control over its own government

4. De facto: (adjective) of something or someone existing in fact, reality, and

practice, regardless of whether or not this is intended, legal, accepted, or rightful

5. De jure: (adjective) of something or someone being declared rightful by law

6. Political geography: (noun): a branch of geography that deals with human

governments, the boundaries and subdivisions of political units (as nations or

states), and the situations of cities, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary.

7. Intifada: Arabic for “uprising” or “revolution”

Background Information

Territories

The occupied Palestinian territories has been divided into 2 territories militarily

controlled and occupied by Israel: The West Bank (which includes East Jerusalem) and

the Gaza Strip.

The West Bank

Located in the Mediterranean Region and to the west of the country

Jordan, the West Bank is a 5,860 km² territory that is surrounded by Israel on 3

sides– making it “landlocked”.There were about 3 million people living there in

2017, with around 390,000 Israeli settlers in 2016. 14 votes for, 1 abstention from

the United States, and 0 votes against in the UN Security Council condemned

West Bank’s Israeli settlements. States were asked to differentiate between the

State of Israel's territory and the occupied territories (since 1967) when it comes

to nations’ various dealings. Then-US President Donald Trump still, nevertheless,
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was met with dissent and protests when he recognized the Israeli capital to be

Jerusalem in December 2017.

The Gaza Strip

Like its name, the Gaza Strip is a territory located on a strip of land next to

the Mediterranean Sea. Although small, the Gaza Strip is governed by Egypt (at

the Rafah border crossing, the only crossing between Egypt and the strip) in

addition to Israel. This largest city holds Gaza Governorate’s administrative

center and is home to 1.9 million Palestinian Arabs (2017).

Figure 1: This map shows the Palestinian territories (political geography), the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

1993-2015

The issue arose near the 1990s but has been ongoing as Palestine’s

governments, authority figures, and territorial statuses change.
Israel-PLO declarations and agreements

PLO is an abbreviation for the Palestine Liberation Organization. On

September 13th, 1993, the Israel-PLO Declaration of Principles on Interim

Self-Government Arrangements (DOP) was signed in Washington. This

document made way for a “transitional period” of no more than 5 years for the

Gaza Strip and West Bank’s Palestinian interim self-government. Additionally,
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Israel agreed to the transferring of some of its powers and responsibilities to the

Palestinian Authority (along with the Palestinian Legislative Council). This

change occurred according to the Israel-PLO 4 May 1994 Cairo Agreement on

the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area, the Israel-PLO 28 September 1995 Interim

Agreement, the Israel-PLO 15 January 1997 Protocol Concerning Redeployment

in Hebron, the Israel-PLO 23 October 1998 Wye River Memorandum, and the 4

September 1999 Sharm el-Sheikh Agreement.

The history of key leaders and Palestinian governance

Yassir Arafat, a leader of Palestine, passed away in 2004. Then, Fatah

political faction head Mahmud Abbas is elected to be Palestinian Authority (PA)

president. Consequently, there is an agreement to work towards peace between

Israel and Palestinians. Towards the end of the year 2005, on its own and without

the agreement of other states, Israel withdrew every one of its settlers and

soldiers. It also destroyed Israeli military facilities located in the Gaza Strip as

well as redeployed the Israeli military from some West Bank settlements.

Nevertheless, maritime, airspace, and more were still controlled by Israel. After

that, Hamas, an Islamic Resistance Movement, was elected to be the PA

government in a Palestinian Legislative Council election in early 2006. Fatah and

Hamas, unable to achieve a united government, caused the state to erupt into a

state of violence, lacking any enforcement of governance details or security.

Amidst the arising conflict, both sides’ supporters retaliate.

The conflict in 2014-2015

For the third time since Hamas's coming to power in 2007, Hamas and

various militant groups based in the Gaza Strip got involved in a conflict with

Israel from July to August 2014, adding up to 51 days of conflict total. The conflict

came to an end with an open-ended truce. This truce prevailed despite the lack

of a cease-fire negotiation in addition to the still-prominent violence and violations

of each group. Israel continued to restrict the import of goods. With this and the
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lack of donor aid, reconstruction in Palestine has been delayed following the

conflict.

Figure 2: Changes in the Palestinian territories and Israel (Source: ikadi.or.id)

Current Situation

The current governance and territorial status

The complex governance of the occupied territories of Palestine is an issue that still

persists in Palestine’s current situation. There are multiple factions that contribute to the current

confusing Palestinian government, making it an important topic of discussion. It is important to

note that there are multiple interpretations of and views on these de facto and de jure authority

groups, depending on different nations. This section will also outline the current territorial status

of the occupied Palestinian territories based on different authority groups. Currently, the State of

Palestine is seen as a de jure sovereign state by some, while it is seen by some other nations as

a territory controlled by Israel.
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Figure 3: This timeline outlines the key events and changes in regards to the governance and territorial
status of Palestine over the years.

Fatah-run Palestinian Authority (PA)

The Palestinian Authority (PA) The Palestinian Authority (PA) is the Gaza Strip

and West Bank’s self-declared government. It was created in 1994, rising from the

Six-Day War of 1967 and the 1993 peace agreement between the PLO and Israel.

Mahmoud Abbas (1935–present) was an original co-founder of Fatah (a

Palestinian political party). Abbas serves as Fatah head, the Palestinian Liberation

Organisation (PLO) head, and the Palestinian Authority (PA) head. In 2003, he became

the first PA prime minister; political conflict with Yasser Arafat, Israel, and the USA forced

him to resign later on. However, since Arafat passed away in November 2004, the role of

Fatah’s Central Committee (CC) chairman and PLO’s Executive Committee (EC)

chairman was given to Abbas. With a 62% vote, he was once again elected PA presidnet

in January 2005.

Other government groups
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Other groups that have governed or have been governing Palestine include

Hamas and Israel, which is further detailed in the “Major Parties Involved and Their Views”

section.

Figure 4: This map timeline shows the changes in control over Palestine from 1917 to 1995,
including the authority of Palestine, Israel, and Jews due to various events.

The situation in 2022

Currently in 2022, there have been numerous attacks and violence. Tor Wennesland,

Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and Norwegian diplomat, has stated, “So

far, 2022 is on course to be the deadliest year for Palestinians in the West Bank since the Office

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs began systematically tracking Palestinian fatalities in

2005.” On October 13th, the Algiers Declaration was signed, resulting in 14 Palestinian factions,

(Fatah and Hamas included) recognizing the PLO to be the only legitimate representative of

Palestinians. They agreed to have PA, Palestine Legislative Council, and Palestinian National
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Council elections. Nevertheless, this year still saw a “terror wave” of Palestinian terror attacks

against Israel, adding up to a shocking 4,000, early on in 2022.

Human rights violations

There have been multiple human rights violations due to this issue–as groups strive to

gain territories and governmental control– which the SPECPOL committee must consider and

address. First, the Palestine issue has caused a lack of freedom of expression, association and

assembly. For instance, a political critic Nizar Banat was arrested, tortured, and killed by

Palestinian Preventive Security forces on June 24th, 2021. Following this, officials used

“excessive and unnecessary force” to deal with protestors for the freedom of expression in

Palestine. Nearby citizens and advocators alike were said to be arrested and tortured. This

included the capture of a minimum of 15 protesters, journalists and human rights defenders, who

were sent to the West Bank “slaughterhouse” detention facility in Jericho city in the West Bank

known as “the slaughterhouse” without proper trial or accusations. Second, Palestinian

authorities have used various forms of torture and mistreatment in order to gain control over

Palestinian territories and government, including denying people basic healthcare as well as

killing and injuring opposers. There are also multiple other violations by Palestinian authorities

and armed groups, including the lack of female rights (gender equality), unfair death sentences in

Gaza by the Hamas de facto administration, the lack of right to a fair trial, and the denial of truth

and justice.
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Figure 5: This graphic shows the effect that the ongoing Palestinian conflict has on citizens, including the
Gaza War of 2021.

The religious aspect

Although the Israel-Palestinian conflict is fueled by many factors, religion plays a key

role. Specifically, Judaism and Israel. For example, in one event, the Al-Aqsa Mosque in

Jerusalem was raided by Israeli police, sparking a fight between Palestinians and Israelis. The

Israeli government claims that Palestinians threw stones at police first, but Palestinians claim that

it was due to the police having first entered the mosque, firing rubber-tipped bullets and stun

grenades. This even wounded over 330 Palestinians and 21 Israeli officers. But on a larger scale,

East Jerusalem, located in Palestine, has been (allegedly illegally) taken over by Israel during the

Six-Day War, 1967. 350,000 Palestinians live in East Jerusalem. Sheikh Jarrah and East

Jerusalem as a whole are part of a conflict among Palestine, Israel, and Jordan–a largely

territorial and religious conflict that has lasted over history. Palestinians want to make Sheikh

Jarrah, East Jerusalem the capital of the Palestinian state in the future; in contrast, Israelis sees

that Israel must control all of Jerusalem.
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Hamas

Hamas is a major political party when it comes to Palestinian territory with aims to

destroy the state of Israel and establish an Arab state. It is seen as a terrorist organization by

the US and the European Union (EU). Through things such as suicide bombings and rocket

attack, Hamas has contributed heavily to armed resistance against Israel, specifically Israli

governance over Palestine. Because Hamas beat Fatah in a 2006 election, Hamas exerts some

control over the Gaza Strip of Palestine. Even now, it is a rival political party as it grapples to

control the Gaza Strip. Hamas has publicly declared   the Declaration of Principles (the Oslo

Accords), a peace agreement, wrong. The 2012 Hamas government governed the Gaza Strip

while the 2013 Fatah-dominated Palestinian government governed the West Bank; Later on,

Hamas let the PA gain control over the Gaza Strip as well as the Egypt and Israel border

crossing on September 25, 2014.

Israel

According to a UN report, Israel aims to completely control occupied Palestinian

territories. This includes East Jerusalem, originally gained possession of by Israel in the war of

1967. Israel has set up protected Israeli settlements in Palestine as well as gained control

through violence. It views any and all Jewish settlements in Palestine as illegal. According to

PCBS, in 2021, just 6.2% of Palestinian land under the 1920-1948 British mandate was

controlled by Jews. On the other hand, about 85% (27,000 metres squared) of West Bank land.

The Arab League

The Arab League was a coalition of Arab states in the region (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iraq

and Lebanon). Their goal was to use military might to establish a unified Arab state in the area.

However, they reached a peace treaty in their first military attempt and are now a larger

organisation (22 countries) with different goals.

The Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO)

This organisation was founded in Egypt and its goal was to create a liberated State of

Palestine in Israel. They eventually moved to Lebanon, where in the world’s view, they committed
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acts of terrorism against Israel. This organisation was eventually able to liberate Palestine in

1971.

The United States of America

In 2018, the American Embassy was relocated from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. This was

interpreted by many Arabs as an American sign of support for Israel. In the Security Council, it is

clear that America has an inclination towards Israel, repeatedly using veto power against

resolutions condemning Israel. However, they have also sent refugee aid for Palestine, making

their alignment less obvious.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

● 1949 Armistice Agreements, 1949

This agreement was signed between the Arab League and Israel. It called for a ceasefire and

granted Israel two-thirds of the land. The rest of the land was divided between Jordan to the

East and Egypt to the West. Jerusalem was divided, with Israel occupying West Jerusalem and

Jordan occupying East Jerusalem. This agreement was soon broken in 1967 when skirmishes

broke out between Israel and the neighbouring Arab states.

● The Oslo Accords,

This agreement was signed between the Arab League and Israel. It called for a ceasefire and

granted Israel two-thirds of the land. The rest of the land was divided between Jordan to the

East and Egypt to the West. Jerusalem was divided, with Israel occupying West Jerusalem and

Jordan occupying East Jerusalem. This agreement was soon broken in 1967 when skirmishes

broke out between Israel and the neighbouring Arab states.

Possible Solutions

The most obvious solution being proposed is a treaty, calling for a ceasefire and

equitable land agreement. However, many treaties signed in the past have failed to achieve

long-lasting peace. Still, many politicians and delegates believe the key is in a diplomatic

agreement. Solutions may also be drafted to address the lack of effective communication

among leaders who are involved in the conflict.
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Alternatively, a court case in the International Court of Justice could help settle the

matter. The regions will be looked at collectively and divided between the two nations. However,

this could prove difficult and result in a baseless decision since many of the stories surrounding

the region have very little evidence.

Finally, and most radically, the decision could be made through referendums in the

region, specifically Jerusalem, West Bank and the Gaza stript. However, tight United Nations

security and fraud prevention measures would have to be taken, especially since armed militias

control some of the regions. Although it is unlikely to be accepted by the state that loses

territory, it may help democratise the decision.
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