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Introduction:
Chemical weapons, “or toxic agents, that are intended to kill, injure, or

incapacitate enemy personnel”, have been used since World War I (“Chemical

Weapon”). Most chemical weapons are extremely potent, as they usually are

undetectable - posing a threat to many. In response to both the World Wars and the

Cold War, the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), banned the use of chemical

weapons in 1997 and urged for the eventual destruction of all chemical weapon

stockpiles. Additionally, the signing of the 1925 Geneva Protocol banned all chemical

weapons in warfare. Regardless of this, current examples such as the Ghouta chemical

attack in 2013, or the assassination of Kim Jong Nam in 2017, illustrate how

governments not only use chemical weapons but still may produce and have supplies of

them.

Currently, many nations have chemical weapon stockpiles, such as India, Japan,

Syria, the United States, and Russia. They have pledged to destroy all their stockpiles,

and with methods and aid implemented by the CWC, numbers are lowering

dramatically. However, as mentioned before, some nations may not be fully transparent

with their declarations, affecting lives and the stability of international order.

Considering the large implications of the utilization of chemical weapons towards

civilians, governments, and international peace, it is imperative that this problem must

be solved.
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Definition of Key Terms:
1. Stockpiles: A large accumulated stock of goods or materials, especially one held in

reserve for use at a time of shortage or other emergencies.

2. Biological warfare: Biological warfare, also known as germ warfare, is the use of

biological toxins or infectious agents such as bacteria, viruses, insects, and fungi with

the intent to kill, harm or incapacitate humans, animals or plants as an act of war.

3. Incineration: The destruction of something, especially waste material, by burning.

Background Information

What is a chemical weapon?

Chemical weapons are classified as weapons that use specialized munitions to

chemically formulated compounds to inflict death or harm on humans. Such weapons

basically consisted of well-known commercial chemicals put into standard munitions

such as grenades and artillery shells. Chlorine, phosgene (a choking agent) and

mustard gas (which inflicts painful burns on the skin) were among the chemicals used.

The results were indiscriminate and often devastating. Nearly 100,000 deaths resulted.

Since World War I, chemical weapons have caused more than one million casualties

globally.

Is there a difference between chemical, biological and nuclear weapons?

Chemical and biological warfare refers to the military's employment of

substances such as substances, bacteria, viruses, toxins, or poisons to harm or kill

soldiers or civilians. Chemical and biological weapons are vehicles used to deliver

dangerous substances to an adversary. Contrary to nuclear weapons, which need

expensive engineering and rare ingredients, biological and chemical weapons may be

produced at a very low cost, making them accessible to the majority of nations and

organized non-state actors. Hazard levels for chemical and biological weapons vary.
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Past Incidences Of Chemical Weapon Usage

During the Yemeni Civil War, Egypt began employing mustard bombs and the

nerve toxin phosgene against both military and civilian targets. During the Iran-Iraq War

in the 1980s, Iraq employed tabun, a nerve toxin, and other chemical weapons against

Iran and Iraqi Kurds.

Current Situation

Countries that have stakes involved

When they signed the CWC, eight nations—Albania, India, Iraq, Libya, Syria, the United

States, Russia, and an unnamed nation usually thought to be South Korea—declared having

chemical weapons stocks. Of those eight, the declared arsenals have been completely

destroyed in Albania, South Korea, India, Iraq, Syria, Libya, and Russia. Syria has not, however,

disclosed the entirety of its stockpile. By September 2023, the United States hopes to have

destroyed all of its chemical weapons.

This is an image to understand on a global scale of who possesses chemical weapons

3



MSMUN@UWCSEA | January 14-15, 2023

In nine stocks spread over eight states and on Johnston Atoll, west of Hawaii, the United

States declared 28,577 metric tons. The smallest declared stocks were 16 and 23 metric tons in

Albania and Libya, respectively. India and South Korea both disclosed stockpiles of between

500 and 1,000 metric tons of weapons, but they kept a lot of information on the quantity,

location, make-up, and destruction of their arsenals secret. It is clear that the CWC has been

helpful in terms of getting countries to destroy their chemical weapons but little proof is provided

that these weapons are actually being destroyed.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Chemical Weapons Convention

The Chemical Weapons Convention, created in 1997, has had a mission to

remove all chemical weapons around the world, implementing strategies and checkpoints

via its implementing body, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

(OPCW). By supporting victims, member states, and national measures to implement the

Convention, the OPCW has dramatically lowered or removed the stockpiles of many

nations. Essentially, the CWC and OPCW aim to disarm chemical weapon stockpiles and

ban their use of them altogether.

The United States of America

In 1997, the Senate approved the CWC, however, specified that the articles of ratification

included that “the president places the highest priority on the protection of public health

and the environment and that the Army undertake the development and demonstration of

non-incineration technologies for chemical weapons destruction” (Kimball). Now, the

United States has destroyed a majority of their chemical weapons. The OPCW’s report

for 2018 declared that the United States had destroyed “approximately 90.6 per cent -

about 25,154 metric tons - of the chemical weapons stockpile it had declared” (Kimball).

Currently, the United States is projected to finish destroying its stockpile by 2023.
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Russia

In terms of declarations, Russia declared the most extensive chemical weapon

stockpile in 1997, with approximately 40,000 metric tons of chemicals. At the time,

Russian officials made it clear that they would require both technical and financial

assistance to meet treaty deadlines. This led to many nations (such as the United States,

Canada, and Germany) committing millions of dollars towards incineration projects. In

2017, Russia officially destroyed all traces of their chemical weapon arsenal, through the

Cooperative Threat Reduction Program. On the other hand, Russia still has the ability to

utilize some chemical weapons; for example, the alleged usage of the agent Novichok to

kill former Russian spy, Sergei Skripal and his daughter in 2018. Consequently, the

United States accused Russia of violating and not complying with CWC obligations,

declaring that Russia did not declare the full quantities of its stockpile.

Syria

In July 2012, Syria admitted that it held chemical weapons- subsequently joining

the CWC in 2013. By 2016, the OPCW announced that Syria’s stockpile had been

destroyed; however, reports began to raise questions about the accuracy of Syria’s initial

declaration, stating that the use of chemical weapons still exists there. In 2020, the

OPCW adopted a resolution towards the Syrian government, calling on them to “declare

the remainder of its chemical stockpile and to resolve any inconsistencies regarding its

initial stockpile declaration within 100 days” (Kimball). Currently, Syria has not done so.

North Korea

North Korea, one of the only non-signatories to the CWC, has been reported to

possess a large stockpile of chemical weapons. Although they signed the 1925 Geneva

Protocol, which prohibited the use of chemical and biological weapons in warfare, they

did not join the CWC - which extended to production and storage (Varriale). This

continued use of chemical weapons can be seen in the 2017 assassination of Kim Jong

Un’s half-brother, Kim Jong Nam, where a deadly nerve agent was used.
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UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

There have been quite a number of UN treaties, resolutions and meetings on this

topic. The most notable is the Chemical Weapons Convention which is mentioned

below. After this treaty was passed, many nations started adopting their own resolutions

and regulations regarding chemical weapons.

● Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and

Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction, 13th September 1993

o This treaty was implemented in 1997 and has since received 193

signatures, the only ones remaining are Egypt, North Korea and South

Sudan. It is the most notable treaty created by the UN due to its extensive

signatories list and its viable solutions to the issue.

● Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 29th April 1997

o An intergovernmental organization which enforces adherence to the

Chemical Weapons Convention, located in the Hague, Netherlands,

created by the Chemical weapons Convention, it works to verify the

removal of all chemical weapons stockpiles.

● The Geneva Protocol, 17th May 1925 (A/RES/67/35)

o This was the first convention of the prohibition of chemical weapons,

created in the aftermath of World War I, although the efficiency of this

convention was questionable, it still remains the starting point of the total

reduction of chemical weapons internationally.

Possible Solutions

- Enforcing verification protocols internationally. This is important to ensure that

there is adequate information about a nation's stockpile of chemical weapons to

prevent the illegal use of chemical warfare in the future. This may be moderated

by current organizations or the creation of a new committee to oversee this

action.
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- Monitoring international trade of chemical weapons or weapons, in general, to

ensure that no corrupt activity occurs through trade. Once more this may be

monitored by existing or new organizations.

- Encouraging or providing incentives for nations who have not already signed the

CWC to ensure that there is international cooperation on resolving this issue and

allowing a non-biased moderating party to be present in any negotiations or

removals of weapons which may occur.

- Attempting to raise awareness about the dangers of chemical weapons such that

governments will have more information to convince them to remove all

stockpiles of chemical warfare.

- Aiding infrastructure for the safe disposal of chemical weapons. Urging more

developed nations to send money and aid to those who may not be able to fund

removal alone. It must be taken into account that these methods must be safe

and certain so that people do not get injured or harmed and that the weapons will

never be usable again.
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