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Introduction:
The phenomenal rate of China’s ongoing global rise is a topic that is of great

importance to both China, as well as the rest of the world. With an average annual

economic growth rate of around 6.7% since 2012, China has seen a major spark in its

economy as well as its influence around the world. This powerful nation has bilateral

investment agreements with over 100 countries as well as accounts for 28.5% of the

world’s manufacturing output, establishing its presence all around the globe.

However, as much as China is an asset globally, its troublesome foreign policies, as well

as its approach towards democratic international norms, are highly concerning to The

North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s members. The NATO, also known as the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization is an intergovernmental military alliance between 30

member states with a fundamental goal to safeguard the Allies’ security through military

and political means. NATO leaders believe China’s behaviour provides systematic

challenges to the international order. Concern was expressed amongst NATO members

about China’s military modernization as well as its threats to the Alliance’s values.

China’s global expansion is turning the nation into increasingly visible security actor in

Europe, giving rise in the number of challenges to Europe and the Alliance.

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Belt and Road Initiative: an effort to develop an expanded, interdependent

market for China, grow China's economic and political power, and create the

right conditions for China to build a high-technology economy

2. Multilateral Organizations: are formed by three or more countries that work

together on issues of common interest and global priority. These organizations

can fund various projects using funds from multiple governments.
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3. Multipolar Global Governance: a distribution of power in which more than two

nation-states have nearly equal amounts of power.

4. China Money Trap: the method by which China traps nations in debt offering

and defaulting those nations

5. Liberal International Order: A liberal system powered by the US that

encourages countries to be democratic as well as open` up its economy to the

rest of the world. It is a system that promotes order such that countries respect

other nations' borders and seek to resolve disputes peacefully.

Background Information

Economic Development

In the nineteenth century, China's economy was based on agriculture and

domestic trade, leaving the country vulnerable to economic pressure from more

advanced countries. China was invaded by the Western powers, forced to grant

extraterritorial privileges, sign unequal treaties, pay reparations, and turn to the outside

world for famine relief, development aid, weapons, and manufacturing skills. To gain its

independence, the country struggled to remake its technology, educational institutions,

ideology, laws, and military and political systems on Western models. Chinese thinkers

believed that nothing less than national survival was at stake.

Economic and technological systems

These systems remained backward compared to those of the West. This sense

of vulnerability created the dominating issue of modern Chinese politics, the search for

wealth and power. Left unsolved by previous governments, the problem remained to be

addressed by the People's Republic when it came to power in 1949

Not relying on foreign powers

Without relying on foreign powers, Mao Zedong and his colleagues devised a

system modeled on Stalinism but with a number of unique features. They collectivized

the land and organized the peasants into communes. The party-state extracted capital

2



MSMUN@UWCSEA | January 14-15, 2023

from agriculture and used it to build state-owned industries and returned the profits to

more industrial investment. This led to rapid industrial growth in the 1950s, but growth

slowed later under the impact of the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution.

Tribute system

Distant kings and chiefs were seen as more or less civilized and loyal

subordinates of the Chinese Emperor. In Chinese eyes, these distant peoples defined

their places in the world in terms of their relations with the Imperial court in Beijing,

relations which they maintained by sending occasional tribute missions to show their

deference to the Emperor

Defining its borders

As a result of the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689, during the nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries, China had to give up claims to substantial pieces of territory which

were ceded to Great Britain, Japan, Russia, France, and other states and to varying

degrees of paramountcy over Burma, Vietnam, Korea, the Ryukyu Islands, outer

Mongolia, and parts of Central Asia and Siberia. The bulk of these territorial losses was

accepted by the People's Republic of China, but the PRC did fight border wars over

contested territory with India, the USSR, and Vietnam, and still have unsettled claims

with Japan and a number of other countries.

Establishing National Identity

The Westernizing May Fourth Movement that began in 1919 was sparked by

outrage at the Western betrayal of China's interests at the peace negotiations ending

World War I. While European ideologies had their roots in European culture, China's

ferment was reactive in both motive and content. The Chinese tried to decide whether

they should totally Westernize their culture, or whether there was something in it that

was worth saving.

Chinese Nationalism
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Powered by feelings of national humiliation and pride. In turn, it generates

debates about why China was weak and how it can become even stronger; about lost

territory; and about reclaiming a leading position in the world. With the fading of the

Communist Party's utopian ideals, nationalism remains its most reliable claim to the

people's loyalty.

Current Situation

China Challenges International Norms and Rules

China has more openly challenged international norms in recent years. Beijing

asserted that its sovereignty over disputed areas of the South China Sea was a “core

interest,” and “non-negotiable,” despite participating in negotiations with other claimants.

Beijing also expanded its footprint in the South China Sea: it built military facilities on

disputed islands and artificial features. And it expanded its aid around the world. It also

expressed the desire to draft a new liberal international order as a substitute for the

current one led by the US as there are certain components it doesn’t agree with, such as

the US alliance system. China being a revolutionary power and seeking to overturn the

rules of the international system is undoubtedly a threat to the NATO and its members.

China Advertises Its Economic Influence

During the financial crisis of 2007–2008, Beijing participated in efforts to

coordinate macroeconomic responses. Before attending the 2008 summit of the Group

of Twenty, China echoed the United States' call for a large, coordinated fiscal stimulus.

At home, Beijing introduced a $580 billion stimulus plan for its economy. Beijing then

used state media and other tools to advertise to other countries China’s role in helping

the recovery of the world economy.

Promoting More Multipolar Global Governance
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Xi Jinping has called for more shared control of global governance. He has

declared that China needs to “lead the reform of the global governance system with the

concepts of fairness and justice”. China is strengthening its position in the institutions

that for many years have been criticizing the human rights violations in this country.

During the 44th session of the UN Human Rights Council (June 30 – July 17, 2020), two

declarations were adopted in connection with the introduction of the Hong Kong

national security law, which abolished its previous autonomy. The first one, expressing

support for the authorities of the PRC, was backed by as many as 53 countries, mostly

from Africa and the Middle East, with a neutral attitude of the governments of Latin

America and South East Asia. A competing declaration condemning the actions of

authorities in Beijing was supported by only 23 governments of democratic and

developed countries. This example illustrates how the growing economic position in

the developing countries can be used to build political influence in the international

arena. It serves as a tool to legitimize China’s actions and promote a vision of politics

based on principles, such as “sovereignty, non-interference and win-win cooperation.”

Belt and Road initiative

The largest economic project in recent history. It aims to economically

connect Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Europe using the idea of the ancient Silk

Road and resurrecting its maritime and land-based routes. Currently, the BRI

economies account for one-third of the world’s GDP and almost two-thirds of the

world’s population. China does this through money traps. Some characterize the BRI

as a rival to the formerly American-led Trans-Pacific Partnership. The most significant

concern for the West is the complicated history of many of the participating states that

makes them politically vulnerable. Many of the participating Eastern European

countries are former Soviet satellite states that turned towards democracy, the rule of

law, and integration into the global economy following the collapse of the USSR. Most

of the 16 states joined the EU and NATO during a time when they sought protection

5



MSMUN@UWCSEA | January 14-15, 2023

from Russian influence and access to stronger Western markets, particularly after four

decades of poor social and economic conditions. Today, these states still face high

unemployment and slow economic growth and as such, are more likely to welcome the

BRI as an opportunity to achieve sustained growth.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

United States of America

. The relationship is one of close economic ties (economic ties grew rapidly after

1980), as well as hegemonic rivalry in the Asia-Pacific. It has been described by world

leaders and academics as the world's most important bilateral relationship of the 21st

century. Chinese Embassy, Washington, D.C. The United States is now focusing on

mechanisms, alliances, and security arrangements to contain Chinese aspirations in the

region Washington’s allies in the Middle East may limit military cooperation with China

at some level. China meanwhile will continue to become more involved in joint maritime

exercises and strengthen cooperation in nontraditional security operations with regional

partners. The US needs tough policies to prevent financial manipulation and enforce

American rights as they proceed, their response to the two giants must rest

fundamentally on a willingness to recognize their accomplishment and a determination

to match them.

NATO

Even though China doesn’t pose a direct military threat, its growing economic

influence, as well as diplomatic assertiveness, can have major implications for

transatlantic security as well as its economy. Nations within the Transatlantic Treaty

Organization must have a unanimous vote for all resolutions, this means that these

countries need to reach an agreement about how to respond to China’s policies. NATO

has a key role to play to achieve strategic unity and coherence among its member states.

This role is particularly salient given that China systematically seeks to sow division in

transatlantic relations and to exploit intra-EU differences to its advantage
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China

China has continued its efforts to strengthen its position in the system of

international institutions, in particular within the specialized agencies of the United

Nations. The aim of these measures is to shape norms, standards, practices, and rules

that would foster their long-term strategy and weaken the US global position. Due to the

multilateral nature of these institutions, the Chinese authorities are seeking the support of

developing countries, especially those with which they intensify economic cooperation.

The majority of them represent Africa, Latin America, and Central Asia, often struggling

with development problems as well as inefficient and oppressive political systems.

Russia

China and Russia's relationship has strengthened over the years, though they have no

formal alliance, they have a formal agreement to build up an alliance against the United

states. Russia's biggest trading partner is China, with Russian exports to China valued at

billions of dollars. Although both countries share the same desire of condemning the

power of the United states, Russia stays cautious towards China’s influence as it regards

central asia as a part of it’s sphere of influence. While China seeks to limit India’s

influence in the region, Russia seeks to maintain its partnership with India.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

China partnered with then-UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to establish the

United Nations Peace and Development Trust Fund (UNPDF), agreeing to fund it with

$200 million in supplemental voluntary contributions over ten years.

● A UN agreement in 2016

● Divided evenly between a Peace and Security Sub-Fund, for financing UN

projects and activities related to the maintenance of international peace

and security, and a 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Sub-Fund,

the UNPDF was seen by many as a strong statement of Chinese support

for the UN.
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China has taken an active part in international arms control and disarmament. It

has joined more than 20 international arms control treaties and mechanisms including

the

● Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,

● The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,

● Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin

Weapons and their Destruction (BWC)

President Xi Jinping attended the Nuclear Security Summit in 2014 and 2016,

and proposed to follow a sensible, coordinated, and balanced approach to nuclear

security, and build a global nuclear security architecture featuring fairness and win-win

cooperation. China has played a constructive part in the deliberation and negotiation of

the UN and relevant international organizations on arms control and disarmament. It

has taken the initiative to offer its proposals

● No-first-use of nuclear weapons,

● Promoted the establishment of a verification regime under the BWC,

● Making important contributions to world peace and security as well as to

global strategic stability.

Belt and Road cooperation aims to promote policy, infrastructure, trade, financial

and people-to-people connectivity, and to contribute China's wisdom and solutions for a

better global governance system, greater development worldwide, and the building of a

community with a shared future for mankind.

● 141 countries and 32 international organizations including 19 UN agencies

have signed Belt and Road cooperation documents with China,

It was not until April 2019 that China appeared on NATO’s agenda, mostly in response

to increasing pressure from the Trump administration.
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● At a foreign ministers meeting in Washington, U.S. secretary of state Mike

Pompeo notably urged NATO allies to adapt to “Chinese strategic

competition,” in particular in the field of technology and 5G.

● NATO foreign ministers ultimately agreed to initiate a collective

assessment of the security implications of China’s rise for the transatlantic

alliance.

NATO’s steps forward in response to current day developments in China have been

further developed and formally proposed.

● Strengthening NATO’s situational awareness of Chinese activities that

may impact transatlantic security. Allies need to enhance their collective

understanding of China’s actions that could affect NATO’s collective

defense and resilience. This requires increasing intelligence sharing

between allies, building up NATO’s internal expertise, and better

monitoring Chinese military activities in the area of responsibility of the

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe (SACEUR).

● Expanding NATO-EU cooperation to help allies build up their resilience in

response to China’s growing influence. NATO should step up its

cooperation with the European Union when it comes to screening and

assessing Chinese investments in allied critical infrastructures, securing

5G telecommunications networks, countering Chinese disinformation

campaigns, and spurring joint innovation to maintain NATO’s technological

edge in the race against China.

Possible Solutions

1. Members of NATO may take part in an annual meeting regarding matters in

the South China sea to direct more attention and time towards a strategic approach

toward China’s growing influence.

2. An agreement on a binding code of conduct and other confidence-building

measures to ensure that measures in the South China sea are stabilized.
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3. Creating a NATO-China council, similar to the NATO Russia Council in order to

recognize and respond to the growing influence of China.

4. NATO may develop its own version of the Belt and Road initiative, investing in

other countries. Specifically countries in the Asia-Pacific region to strengthen their

opposition to China’s global influence.
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