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Introduction:
The conflict currently taking place between the countries of Turkey and Greece is

also known as the Aegean dispute and is essentially a conflict over the sovereignty and

rights of the countries in the Aegean Sea Region. It involves a chain of Greek islands

along the west coast of Turkey that hinder the amount Turkey can extend its exclusive

economic zones. It makes it so that Turkey cannot extend its zones off the coast beyond

a few nautical miles. This has caused tensions between the two countries, with the

underlying conflict essentially being a debate on whether these Greek islands are

allowed as Exclusive economic zones for Greece. An Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

is an area of the ocean beyond a nation's territorial sea, within which a coastal nation

has jurisdiction over both living and nonliving resources. It extends about 200 nautical

miles

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Aegean Sea: Aegean Sea is located between Asia Minor on the east and the

Greek peninsula on the west. It is an arm of the Mediterranean Sea, about 186

miles, or 299 kilometres wide and 380 miles, or 612 kilometres long. It has an

area of approximately 83,000 square miles or 215,000 square kilometres. The

Aegean is connected through the straits of the Dardanelles, the Bosporus and

the Sea of Marmara to the Black Sea, while the island of Creteis is a marking of

its boundary on the south.

2. Sovereignty: If an entity has sovereignty over a region, is the main

decision-maker of the region. A sovereign state essentially has full control and

authority over their state with no third-party authority.
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3. Exclusive Economic Zones: An Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is an area of

the ocean beyond a nation's territorial sea, within which a coastal nation has

jurisdiction over both living and nonliving resources. It extends about 200

nautical miles

4. High Seas: As defined by international law, The high seas are all parts of the

ocean that aren't included in the the territorial sea, exclusive economic zone, or

the internal waters of a country. This means that the high seas and associated

resources are not directly owned and regulated by any country.

5. Territorial Waters: According to International Law, territorial waters are an area

of the sea that are subject to the territorial jurisdiction of that state and are

immediately adjacent to the shores of a state. Territorial waters can hence be

distinguished from the high seas, which are parts of the sea whose rights and

ownership are common to all countries. They can also be distinguished from the

internal waters or inland waters, such as lakes that are completely surrounded

by the national territory or particular bays or estuaries.

6. National Airspace: The National Airspace of a state is the part of the

atmosphere that is controlled by that state. It is situated above the territory of the

state, including its territorial waters.

Background Information

Territorial waters

The rights that the territorial waters of a country give the state include full control over air

navigation in the above airspace, and some control over shipping, as foreign ships, both civil and

military ships, are usually allowed passage through them. In the Aegian Sea, the territorial waters

of both Greece and Turkey are 6 miles. In terms of area, this is disproportionate, as it involves the

territorial waters of Greece being 43.5 percent of the Aegian Sea, whereas the territorial waters of

Turkey are only 7.5 of the Aegian Sea. The remaining 49 percent of the Aegian Sea is the High

Seas.

National airspace
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The national airspace of a country is the area of the country’s three-dimensional

atmosphere that is owned and regulated by the country and is above the territory’s owned by the

country, such as the country’s territorial waters. The National Airspace of the two countries,

Turkey and Greece coincides with their territorial waters. Therefore, the border of the territorial

waters of each country is the same as the border of the respective country’s territorial waters.

This is 6 miles off the coast for each of the countries.

Continental shelf

The continental shelf’s definition is set out in article 76 of the Convention, alongside the

criteria by which a coastal state may establish the outer limits of its continental shelf.

Furthermore, on 29 August 1980, the Third United Nations Conference about the Law of the Sea

adopted a "Statement of Understanding". This is contained in Annex II of the Conference’s Final

Act. As used by geologists, the term "continental shelf" essentially means the part of the

continental margin which is between the shelf break and the shoreline. The shelf break is where

there is no noticeable slope between the shoreline and the point where the depth of the

superjacent water is between 100 and 200 metres approximaley. However, this term is used as a

juridical term in which, the continental shelf of a coastal State comprises the submerged

prolongation of its land territory. In other words, it is the subsoil and seabed of the submarine

areas that reach beyond the state’s territorial sea either to the outer edge of the continental

margin or to a distance of 200 nautical miles when the outer edge of the continental margin does

not extend up to that distance. The continental margin consists of the the slope, the rise and

seabed and subsoil of the shelf. It, however, does not include the deep ocean floor with its

oceanic ridges or the subsoil.

In the context of the Aegean dispute, “continental shelf” means a littoral state's exclusive

rights to the economic exploitation of resources on top of and below the sea-bed, such as oil

drilling, typically in an area that is right next to to the country’s territorial waters, sometimes

extending into the High Seas. For purposes of international law, the width of the continental shelf

is usually defined so that it does not exceed 200 nautical miles. In situations in which the

territories of two states are closer to each other than 400 nautical miles, the division of the

continental shelf is made through the use of the median line. The continental shelf’s concept is

closely linked to the concept of an exclusive economic zone. The exclusive economic zone is the

littoral state's control over fishery and other similar rights. In the case of Turkey and Greece, the
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dispute concerns the areas of the continental shelf to be provided to each of the countries beyond

their 6 natautical mile territorial waters.

Current Situation

Territorial waters

Currently, the dispute between Turkey and Greece in the context of the Aegian dispute

involves the countries attempting to increase their 6 mile territorial waters to 12 miles. This is

because the standard width of territorial waters has now increased from 6 miles to 12 miles. This,

however, would lead to a disproportionate increase in the proportion of the Aegean Sea

controlled by Greece. This is because an extension of 12 miles will would cause the Greek

controlled space to increase from 43.5 percent of the Aegian Sea to 71.5 percent of the Aegian

Sea, which is an increase of 28 percent. However, the Turkish controlled space will only increase

by 1.3 percent of the Aegian Sea from 7.5 percent of the Aegian Sea to 8.8 percent of the Aegian

Sea. This would cause Turkey to be unable to access the high seas from its territorial waters.

Greece, however, claims that it reserves the right to apply to this rule to extend its territorial

waters to 12 miles off the coast. This is because it is customary law according to the consensus

adopted by the international community. Turkey, however, has the arguement that the Aegean

Sea has the geographical properties that make a strict application of the 12-mile rule illicit in in

this case due to the case of equity. Turkey, however, has itself applied the customary 12-mile limit

to its coasts outside the Aegean.

National airspace

The area of national airspace Greece claims does not coincide with its territorial waters’

boundary. This is because Greece claims 10 nautical miles, or 19 km of airspace, even though it

currently only owns 6 miles of territorial waters. However, since 1974, Turkey has refused to

acknowledge the validity of this 4-mile outer section of airspace that extends beyond the Greek

territorial waters. Turkey cites the statutes of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

of 1948, as containing a binding definition that both zones must coincide. Against this, however,

Greece has the argument that Its 10-nautical-mile claim predates the statute of ICAO, as it was

fixed in 1931 and was acknowledged by all its neighbours, including Turkey, before and after
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1948. It thus constitutes an established right. Moreover, Greece’s 10 mile claim can be

interpreted as just a partial and selective utilisation of the much greater number of rights fixed by

the Law of the Sea, namely the right to a 12 mile zone both in the air and on the water. The

territorial waters of Greece are set at the 6 mile boundary only as a result of Turkey saying that

this act is a caucus belli, meaning it is a situation that justifies war. This conflict has led to military

flight activities, with Turkish aircrafts flying in the 4 mile outer zone of the Greek airspace, with

Greek aircrafts intercepting the Turkish aircrafts. These encounters often lead to flight maneovers

that have led toc casualties on both sides of the war.

Continental shelf

The Aegian dispute between Turkey and Greece involves the degree to which the Greek

islands off the Turkish coast should be taken into account in order to determine the economic

zones of Turkey and Greece. Turkey argues that the notion of a continental shelf, by its very

meaning, means that the measurement of these distances should be taken from the continental

mainland. It claims that the sea-bed of the Aegean forms geographically a natural prolongation of

the Anatolian land mass. This means that Turkey would be entitled to economic zones extending

to the median line of the Aegean. However, Greece, holds the claim that every island must be

taken into account on an equal basis. This means that the economic rights to the full approximate

Aegian would be held by Greece.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Greece

In this conflict, Greece is one of the two main countries involved. Greece claims that it

should have its territorial waters extended to 12 miles off the coast of Greece from the current 6

miles. It also claims that it should have 4 additional miles of airspace beyond its territorial

waters. In addition, Greece considers every island in the country should be taken into account

on an equal basis, so measurements for its continental shelf should be taken from its islands,

meaning almost the full Aegian would be controlled by Greece.
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Turkey

Turkey is the second of the two main countries involved in this conflict. Turkey claims

that Greece’s territorial waters should not be extended to 12 miles off the coast of Greece, and

that it should remain at 6 miles. It also claims that Greece should not be allowed to have the 4

additional miles of airspace beyond its territorial waters, meaning the territorial waters of Greece

should remain at 6 miles off its coast. In addition, it claims the 6 miles for Greece’s territorial

waters should be measured from Greece’s coastal mainland, not including the islands. This

would mean that Turkey would have economic rights extending to the median line of the Aegian.

Cyprus
Cyprus is an island country located in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, southeast of

Turkey. Turkey has a negative relationship with Cyprus. This is because Turkey has been

involved in the ongoing Cyprus dispute, which concerns the division of the island into two

separate territories: the Republic of Cyprus and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. The

two territories are not recognized as a single state by the international community, with the

exception of Turkey. As a result of this takeover of northern Cyprus, the relationship between

Cyprus and Turkey is often contentious.

NATO
NATO's mission is to safeguard the freedom and security of its member states by

political and military means. In terms of Turkey-Greece relations, NATO plays a role in

facilitating dialogue and cooperation between the two countries. For example, NATO has helped

to address disputes over airspace and territorial waters in the Aegean Sea. Additionally, NATO

has also helped to promote defense and security cooperation between Turkey and Greece,

including through joint military exercises and other activities.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

UN Security Council - Resolution 395 (1976)
This Resolution by the United Nations Security Coucil directly dealt with the Aegian

dispute between Greece and Turkey. However, this resolution is not very specific. It simply has

clauses that are general and simply ask Turkey and Greece to come up with a resolution

between them. This resolution has four main clauses. In the first clause, it simply asks Turkey
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and Greece to exercise the utmost restraint in the conflict. In the second clause, an attempt is

made to set up a negotiation by urging Turkey and Greece to do everything in their power to

reduce tensions between themselves to allow negotiations to be facililitated. In the third clause,

it askes Turkey and Greece to actually resume negotiations between themselves and to ensure

that these negotiations result in mutually acceptable solutions. The fourth and final clause

basically asks the governments of Turkey and Greece to take into account any contributions

made by appropriate judicial means such as the International court of Justice. This resolution

was not very successful, as tensions are still high between Turkey and Greece 46 years later.

This is likely attributed to the vagueness of the clauses in this resolution as they are

open-ended, meaning the parties involved may have interpreted it in ways unexpected and

different from one another.

UNCLOS
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an international

treaty that sets out the legal framework for the use and management of the world's oceans and

marine resources. It does not specifically address the Turkey Greece conflict or any other

specific conflict. Rather, UNCLOS provides a general framework for the resolution of disputes

over the use of the oceans and their resources. In the case of the Turkey Greece conflict,

UNCLOS may be relevant to disputes over the delimitation of maritime boundaries and the

exercise of sovereign rights over marine areas, including the rights to explore and exploit natural

resources. Since Turkey's most pressing concern is to prevent the application of the 12 miles

territorial sea rule in the Aegean Sea, this treaty is not beneficial to Turkey as it goes against

this. As a result of this, Turkey is one of the 16 countries which have not signed or ratified the

Convention. Therefore, this international is not completely binding in the case of Turkey.

The Cyprus Question (1964):
This Resolution had the primary aim of solving the Cyprus Conflict concerning the

division of Cyprus into two halves, the Republic of Cyprus and the Turkish Republic of Northern

Cyprus. This conflict has an effect on the relationships between Turkey and Cyprus, hence

affecting the Turkish-Greek Conflict. This resolution, firstly, has clauses which call upon the

governments of Cyprus and other countries to not resort to methods of violence when resolving

the conflict. Then, the resolution Recommends the creation, with the consent of the Government

of Cyprus, of a United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus. It then states that “the

composition and size of the Force shall be established by the Secretary-General, in consultation
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with the Governments of Cyprus, Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland”. The function of the Force is stated to be, “in the interest of preserving

international peace and security, to use its best efforts to prevent a recurrence of fighting and,

as necessary, to contribute to the maintenance and restoration of law and order and a return to

normal conditions”.

Possible Solutions

● One possible solution would be to compromise for both countries. Greece may be

allowed to extend its territorial waters, but to 9 miles instead of 12 miles. Since the

territorial waters are already extended by 3 miles, it airspace would not be extended by 4

additional miles. In terms of the continental shelf, the measurement may be started from

the halfway point between where Turkey wishes to start from and where Greece wishes

to start from.

● Another solution is to encourage the two countries of Turkey and Greece to come to a

peaceful agreement amongst themselves to avoid future conflict, hence benefitting both

parties. This solution is not very powerful on its own so will likely be a clause that can be

included amongst other clauses to strengthen them.

● Another solution is to raise awareness on this issue of the conflict between Turkey and

Greece through means such as but not limited to newspaper and magazine articles,

speeches and social media posts. This will pressurise the governments of both countries

to come to an agreement as soon as possible.
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