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Introduction:
Formed on the 4th of April, 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)

was formed to counter the Soviet and Communist presence across Europe that was

consolidating power in Eastern Europe, with original members including the United

States, the United Kingdom and France. At its core, by being a part of NATO, members

are assured of a united and collective response against any armed attack that befalls

their country.

To Putin, such an expansion threatened Russia’s national security. With war and

an armed conflict at NATO’s doorstep, the partnership and expansion of NATO has

become an increasingly prevalent issue.

Definition of Key Terms:
1. NATO: The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation is an alliance of 30 member

states that is based on the 1949 North Atlantic Treaty.

2. Territorial integrity: The right for sovereign states to protect and defend their

borders and territories. Falls under international law and is Article 2 of the UN

Charter.

3. Article 5: A guarantee that all member states will collectively self-defend if an

attack falls upon a fellow member nation.

4. Article 10: European states will be invited into NATO through unanimous

agreement if they meet certain conditions.
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Background Information

The history of NATO: Post-World War II

NATO’s Formation

On the 4th of March 1947, the Treaty of Dunkirk was signed by the United

Kingdom and France. One year later, the Treaty of Brussels was signed to include the

countries of Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg in the alliance. After

Czechoslovakia's February 1948 coup d'état, the United States became interested in

promoting security and solidarity against communist aggression, which culminated in

the formation of NATO. Originally, NATO had 12 founding member states.

The Cold War and the Warsaw Pact

After the Korean War, which saw NATO member states participate in joint military

exercises, Western Germany was granted membership to join NATO in May 1955.

Around the same time, the Warsaw Pact was signed, signalling a clear ideological

division between the two sides of the world – the capitalist West and the communist

East. This division during the Cold War was reinforced with the 1961 construction of the

Berlin Wall and heightened tensions across Europe due to the possibility of a Soviet

Union invasion. It also resulted in the credibility and strength of NATO being doubted.

The 1990s onwards

In 1989, anti-communist revolutions were sparked all across Europe, coinciding

with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of East Germany with West

Germany. Once Germany joined NATO, the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in

Europe was signed by the alliance and the Soviet Union, which resulted in reduced

defence spending across Europe. In 1991, the Warsaw Pact collapsed, and NATO

became the dominant military alliance in Europe, which manifested itself in the military

interventions in Bosnia and Yugoslavia. After the September 11 Attacks, a NATO

coalition of troops was deployed to Afghanistan under Article 5 of the treaty. This has
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been the only time in history that Article 5 has been invoked. Following Russia’s

annexation of Crimea and its recent invasion of Ukraine, Article 4 of the treaty had also

been invoked multiple times, which means that member states meet and consult one

another to determine the most effective course of action going forward.

Current Situation

NATO and member nations’ responses to the Russia-Ukrainian War

On February 24th 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, intending to “demilitarise and

de-Nazify Ukraine.” This comes after two and a half decades of NATO’s eastward

expansion, with the likes of Poland, Hungary and other Eastern European countries

becoming a part of NATO from 1997 onwards.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, the alliance itself has strongly condemned

Russia’s actions, calling for an end to the war and the beginning of peace talks with

Ukraine. Multiple countries have sent military resources, such as infantry, aircraft and

warships to guard NATO’s eastern flank, deterring a Russian invasion of other Eastern

European countries. NATO allies have pledged billions of dollars worth of military

equipment to support Ukraine, including anti-tank and anti-air systems, howitzers and

drones. Allies have also been sending in humanitarian aid and medical equipment, to

protect against any chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear threats, while also

bolstering Ukraine’s cybersecurity against Russian cyberattacks. Financial assistance

has been provided to keep Ukraine’s domestic economy functioning, while many

countries have generously hosted millions of refugees.

Currently, NATO has not deployed troops in Ukraine or enforced no-fly zones,

given how engaging in such actions will likely provoke Russia even further and lead to

more human suffering than is necessary.
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As of June 2022, 40,000 troops are positioned along this 2500-kilometre-long

strip of land, with most of them situated in Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and

Bulgaria.

Finland and Sweden membership applications

Due to Sweden and Finland’s proximity to Russia, both the countries’

governments have submitted applications for NATO membership. A poll on 30 March

2022 revealed that about 61% of Finns were in favour of NATO membership, as

opposed to 16% against and 23% uncertain, while a poll on 1 April revealed that about

51% of Swedes were in favour of NATO membership, as opposed to 27% against. Their

applications to NATO are a radical change from their neutral past, where they both held

the USA and the Soviet Union at arm’s length, unwilling to pick a side and get involved

with conflicts that lead to a loss of Swedish and Finnish life and compromise national

security. Both countries sent in their applications at the same time, on the 18th of May,

as they often had historically feared that they would isolate each other if only one of

them joined NATO. Their membership has been opposed by Turkey (membership to

NATO requires the consent and approval of all 30 member states), believing the two

countries to be harbouring and supporting members of the PKK (Kurdistan Workers'

Party). Besides, Turkey wants Finland and Sweden to take the threat of terrorism more

seriously and support anti-terror operations conducted by members of the alliance,

while also lifting any arms embargoes placed on Turkey (such as the one Sweden had

imposed).

Ukraine and Georgia

NATO has cooperated extensively with Ukraine, with the country having actively

participated in NATO-led operations and their relationship going back to the 1990s. After

Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, NATO stepped up its presence in the Black Sea and

has supported the country with greater reform and defence capacity building. In 2017,

Ukraine also made it a priority to join NATO, given how it sees the alliance’s collective

defence and support as key to repelling future Russian incursions and retaining its
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sovereignty. Georgia is also one of the alliance’s closest partners, and NATO has

reaffirmed its commitment to and support for Georgia’s territorial integrity after the 2008

Russia-Georgia Crisis. Both nations are also looking to become a member of the

alliance sometime in the future.

The Dilemma of NATO Enlargement

While the enlargement and expansion of NATO seems proxy to creating a safer

world overall, given how the area in which there is consistent peace increases for every

country that joins the organisation, while also fostering greater cooperation amongst the

world’s nations, it can be a double-edged knife. This is because the more NATO

expands, countries that do not align with Western values become more wary and fearful

about possible future territorial encroachment from the West, and hence become less

likely to cooperate with any country associated with NATO. This could further reverse

the anti-globalisation the world currently faces due to supply-chain snarls, as it leads to

countries forming ideological, political and economic blocs that restrict collaboration with

countries outside of their blocs. At a time when there are several pressing global issues

that need to be promptly solved, this would not be in the best interest of humanity.

By choosing not to expand NATO and exclude potential members, countries

outside of and unwilling to join NATO would not feel their sovereignties and identities

being threatened. However, it could also cause greater instability within member nations

that were willing but unable to join the organisation.

Delegates are highly encouraged to weigh these considerations and make a

collective decision accordingly.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

United States of America
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While the US has passed several aid packages worth billions of dollars to aid

Ukraine in its defence against Russian aggression, Biden has not yet approved of

Ukraine’s membership in NATO, given how not only does Ukraine have somewhat

non-independent legal and political systems, but that NATO as a whole wants to avoid

engaging in a war with Russia, as Article 5 mandates NATO intervention when member

states are attacked by third parties. Nevertheless, the US remains open to Ukrainian

membership and is unwilling to roll back NATO’s open-door policy (Article 10) that

allows any European country to join the alliance, after unanimous approval. Moreover,

the US wholeheartedly supports Sweden and Finland in becoming members, seeing

them as fitting perfectly in his vision of a relevant and “revived NATO”. The US has to

walk a fine line between allowing the expansion of NATO through the inclusion of more

nations without further angering Russia, which would risk and potentially devolve into a

third World War.

Russia

In 2001, Russia and NATO were working together to combat international

terrorism, nuclear nonproliferation and arms control, though this relationship gradually

deteriorated due to Russian politics. Watching NATO expand Eastwards and welcoming

former Soviet republics into their ranks, Russia views the enlargement of NATO as a

threat to national security, not just due to how long-range missile systems can be placed

in member states that can strike Russian cities, but also the accompanying

democratisation and westernisation of alliance members, which goes directly against

Russia’s political ideology. In retaliation to sanctions, Russia has slashed gas deliveries

to several European countries in an attempt to further exacerbate current inflationary

pressures and place Europe in an energy crisis. Putin has called for Biden to provide

guarantees that NATO would not continue its eastern expansion, though this has been

flatly rejected by NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, who has told Russia that it

has no say in deciding NATO membership. Russia is strongly against any NATO
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enlargement whatsoever and would prefer if former Soviet Republics would leave NATO

instead.

Ukraine

Originally, Ukraine never intended to apply for NATO membership, with the

country’s parliament having passed a law that prevented Ukraine from joining

international military blocs. And ever since the beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian War,

NATO has stood behind Ukraine and its democratically elected president, parliament

and government. Nevertheless, some of the actions President Zelensky has called upon

for NATO to implement have simply not happened, such as the enforcement of a no-fly

zone, due to the risk of such measures sparking an all-out war with Russia. Aside from

wanting to join NATO, Ukraine is also aiming to join the European Union at some point

in the future.

France

At one point, France had withdrawn from NATO’s military command structure,

given how its president at the time, Charles de Gaulle, had disliked America’s

domination across the alliance and how France was not open to participating in foreign

wars. Nonetheless, France still adhered to the North Atlantic Treaty, and eventually

reversed its withdrawal in 2009. In 2019, Macron warned that America could not be

relied upon to defend NATO allies and that the organisation was experiencing “brain

death”. Additionally, France also believes that for Western Europe to remain a

geopolitical power, greater cooperation and collaboration within NATO are required.

NATO

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation is a defensive alliance that has stated

that all measures will remain “preventive, proportionate and non-escalatory,” and that it

is not looking to battle Russia, but instead ensure the territorial integrity of its member

states. Stoltenberg has affirmed that all European countries that wish to become

members of NATO are free to apply and that the alliance will not turn its backs on them.
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In a broader context, NATO strives to facilitate global cooperation on issues such as

counter-terrorism and cybersecurity.

UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

With the security challenges of the 21st century becoming increasingly complex,

NATO and the United Nations have engaged in greater dialogue and reinforced liaison

arrangements between staff members. They have worked together on peacekeeping

and crisis management since the early 1990s.

● UN Security Council Resolution 1160, 31 March 1998 (S/RES/1160)

○ Called upon the resolution of issues between the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia and Kosovo through dialogue, which was admittedly, not very

effective, given how the Kosovo War lasted until 11 June 1999.

● UN Security Council Resolution 752, 15 May 1992 (S/RES/752)

○ Called upon reduced fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina and expressed

concern for UN personnel stationed in the country. Coincided with NATO

military intervention in the country.

Possible Solutions

In addressing this issue, delegates should not feel limited by the solutions

presented below and should strive to come up with their ideas to tackle the problem at

hand.

Firstly, to facilitate NATO’s expansion, countries need to agree on issues such as

national security as well as NATO’s influence in the future on the world stage. Countries

such as Ukraine, Georgia and Sweden and Finland should hold talks with Russia and
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Turkey respectively to set aside differences and compromise on the former’s paths to

membership. Though unlikely, delegates should also consider the potential for Russia to

become a member of NATO too.

Secondly, within NATO, member states are advised to collaborate on issues such

as cybersecurity, counter-terrorism and non-proliferation, and acknowledge that such

issues are serious threats to global security. There is potential for frameworks,

sub-committees and funds to be set up that contribute to maintaining global peace and

ensure that NATO does not become redundant, but continues playing an active role in

crisis management.

Finally, to increase partnerships internationally, member states should encourage

and facilitate international trade, investment and globalisation, for there to be further

cooperation outside areas of defence and security. This will likely entail calling for an

end to the Russo-Ukrainian crisis.
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