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Introduction

This handbook is your one stop guide for clarifications on THIMUN procedure,
definitions of key terms, specialised committees… Enjoy!
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Glossary

Abstain: During a vote, countries may abstain from voting instead of voting for or against. This
means that the country doesn’t support the resolution but also doesn’t oppose it enough to vote
against.

Agenda: This is the order of proceedings in a committee. A Chair will set the agenda
immediately after roll call.

Amendment: This is a change to a resolution being proposed by a delegate. This can be in
the form of: adding to, modifying or deleting a clause in the resolution.

Caucus: There are two types of Caucuses: Moderated Caucus and Unmoderated Caucus. A
moderated caucus is time for delegates to write and give speeches. An unmoderated caucus is a
break from formal debate where countries can informally discuss issues or resolutions. When a
delegate proposes a caucus the delegate will be expected to tell the chair the result of the caucus
at the end of the allotted time.

Chair: A Student Officer who moderates debate, keeps track of time, rules on points and
motions and enforces the rules of procedure. The Chair runs the debate in a committee.

Closed debate: This is a type of formal debate where first half of the debate is restricted to
speakers in favour and the second half to speakers against. When time has elapsed for both
sides, the committee moves on to voting procedure.

Delegate: A student acting as a representative for a member nation in a Model United
Nations (MUN) committee.

Member State: A country which has ratified the Charter of the United Nations and who has
been successfully accepted to join the United Nations by the General Assembly and the
Security Council.

Moderated Caucus: When a committee holds a moderated caucus, the Chair calls on delegates
one at a time and each speaker briefly addresses the committee. (To hold a caucus, a delegate
must make a motion and the committee must pass the motion.)

Motion: A request made by a delegate, for example to move to direct voting procedures, to
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caucus or to extend points of information.

Open debate: This is a type of debate in which both “for” and “against” speakers can take
the floor whenever it is open. There is no allocated time for either.

Operative Clause: This is the part of a resolution which describes actions to take to address
the issue being debated. It begins with action verbs.

Placard: This is a piece of equipment with a country’s name on it, which is used by the
delegate to signal to the Chair that he/she wishes to speak. These are also used for voting.

Point: This is a request made by a delegate for information or for an action to be performed. A
commonly used example would be the point of information.

Preambulatory Clause: This is the part of a resolution that acknowledges and describes
previous actions taken on an issue and reasons why the resolution is necessary.

Resolution: This is a document composed of operative and preambulatory clauses that is
written by delegates with the aim to solve the topic of focus. This document will have one
main submitter and a number of co-submitters.

Second/Objection: This is shouted out when a delegate agrees with a motion being
proposed.

Signatory/Co-submitters: These are representatives of member nations that wish for a
resolution to be debated in the committee. A signatory need not support the resolution, only
want it to be debated.

Unmoderated Caucus: During an unmoderated caucus, the committee breaks for a temporary
recess from formal proceedings so that delegates can work together in small groups. (To hold
a caucus, a delegate must make a motion and the committee must pass the motion.)
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Procedure

THIMUN

1. Committee will begin with opening speeches (where delegate stances on the issues at
hand are identified, in alphabetical order), then followed by lobbying and merging:
delegates will get together to write up and create resolutions, which will be submitted to
the chairs for corrections and approval. The chairs must remember to set a certain
amount of time for merging and lobbying after which no more resolutions will be
accepted.

2. The Chair will then tell the delegates what resolution will be debated first and the
paper or digital copies of the resolutions will be handed out. The chair will allocate a
certain amount of reading time in which the delegates can read through the resolution.

3. After the chairs will open the floor to any points of clarification on the resolution as a
whole. The main submitter will then read out the main  operative clauses from the
resolution. The chair will then set an amount of time for the debate. Reminder that the
floor should not be opened for points of information as the main submitter has not
given their speech yet.

4. The chair will then ask the main submitter to begin his/her speech. The main submitter
will go on to give his/her speech to the house, highlighting any important clauses and
points. The Chair then asks the main submitter if he/she is open to any points of
information. The delegate could answer in three ways: 1. “This delegate is open to any
and all points of information”- in this case the delegate has opened himself/herself to an
unlimited amount of points of information. 2. This delegate is open to 3 points of
information”- in this case the delegate has opened himself/herself to a limited amount of
points of information.  “This delegate is not open to any points of information”- the
delegate will not be answering any points of information.

5. After all the points of information have been answered the Chair will ask the main
submitter if they would like to either yield the floor to another delegate or to the Chair.
If yielded to another delegate, the delegate will come and give his/her speech on the
resolution. If yielded to the Chair, the Chair will open the floor to any speeches.
However if a delegate yields the floor to another delegate, that delegate must yield the
floor back to the Chair after time has elapsed.

6. The debate will go back to forth but when the time for debate on the resolution as a
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whole has elapsed, the Chair then calls for the administration (admin) to seal the doors
and suspend note passing. The Chair will then move to direct voting procedures.
During voting, delegates can either vote for, against or abstain on a resolution.

7. During any point in debate a delegate may submit an amendment to the resolution.
There are two types of amendments:

a. Friendly amendment: A friendly amendment is when the main submitter of the
resolution welcomes the amendment and thus the amendment is added to the
resolution without any debate.

b. Unfriendly amendment: An unfriendly amendment is one where the main
submitter does not sign off on, thus the amendment is subsequently debated. If
passed, it will be added to the resolution. Otherwise, it will not be added and
debate will revert back to the resolution as a whole.

Security Council

The procedure for Security Council is slightly different to normal THIMUN procedure, here are
the key differences:

1. 10 of the Security Council Member Nations are elected on a year-by-year basis and 5 of
them (the P5, considered the most influential) remain there permanently (hence the
permanent 5). These permanent nations are; the United States of America, the United
Kingdom, France, China and Russia.

2. Opening speeches are given (in alphabetical order) and then lobbying and merging takes
place, as per usual. During this time, a main submitter is selected for the entire
resolution and each clause is selected as a separate main submitter. Usually, each
co-submitter of a resolution is given at least one clause to main submit.

3. The Main Submitter will read the operative clauses out loud, and then the main
submitter for the first clause will start their main submitter speech (can be the same
person). After a clause has been debated (with clause-specific amendments etc.) that
clause is voted on.

4. The P5s mentioned earlier have veto power, applicable in votes on amendments,
clauses and even the entire resolution. A veto by any P5 nation means that the clause,
resolution, amendment etc. at hand immediately fails, no matter the number of votes
casted in favour. An against vote by a P5 nation is counted as a veto in every case, if
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a P5 wishes to go against, they will usually abstain. In order for a P5 nation to exercise
veto power, they must submit a veto threat to the chair with a written or spoken
justification (vetoes are only entertained if the delegate has proven said amendment,
clause, or resolution has violated their countries foreign policy). Delegates are strongly
encouraged to consider whether a veto is really necessary before issuing a veto threat
(eg. can the problem be remedied with an amendment?)

5. Any P5 nation may call a P5 caucus at any time in debate if they feel that there is a
potential threat of a veto. The P5 delegate just has to call for a “motion to P5 caucus”
and get the second one other P5 nation and all P5s will be called out of the room to
discuss the potential veto threat at hand (accompanied by a chair). During this time, the
10 remaining delegates will have a moderated caucus inside the committee room. After
the P5 Caucus, the delegate who called for it will deliver a 30 second report to the
committee of the events (and action decided on) outside, where no POIs or yields will
be entertained.

TLDR: Key differences of Security Council:

1. Veto Power for P5s
2. Clause by Clause debate, rather than the entire resolution (each clause has its own
3. P5s may call for a P5 Caucus (with a second)
4. Amendments, Clauses and Resolutions must pass with a ⅔ majority
5. Amendments on the resolution as a whole will be entertained at the end, when debate on

the entire resolution will commence
6. All clauses in the Security Council are assumed to be legally binding, unless stated

otherwise
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Points and Motions

Point of Order: This is a point raised by delegates if there has been a mistake made by a
delegate or Chair. These are used to point out the mistakes or clarify if it is a mistake.

Point of Information to the Chair: This point is raised if a delegate has a direct question to
the Chair. This could be regarding any aspect of the debate.

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: Delegates can use this point to clarify any confusions
about the rules of procedure.

Point of Personal Privilege: This point is raised to address the discomfort of a delegate, or
the fact that a delegate cannot hear what is being said. This is the only point which can
interrupt a speaker.

Point of Information: These are the most common points used in a debate. This point is used
to ask questions to a delegate who has the floor/is the speaker at the time. These have to be
concise and in the form of questions.

Motion to extend points of information: This motion allows delegates to request an
increase in the number of points of information.

Motion to introduce an amendment: This motion allows delegates to introduces
amendments to the resolution during open debate on the resolution as a whole. No seconds
are required.

Motion to divide the house: This motion allows delegates to request the removal of
abstentions following a close vote call. Another delegate must second this motion for it to be
considered.

Motion to enter an unmoderated caucus: This motion allows delegates to recommend the
committee move into unmoderated caucus (see glossary). Another delegate must second this
motion for it to be considered.

Motion to move to the previous question: This motion allows delegates to move the committee
to voting procedures on a currently debated amendment/clause/resolution. Another delegate must
second this motion for it to be considered.
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Resolutions

Resolutions are the heart of MUN and the heart of debate in a MUN conference. They are a
compiled list of Preambulatory and Operative clauses. The purpose of a resolution is to create
solutions to the topic at hand, in the same way the UN does. Here, delegates can find a
summary on the purpose and structure of Preambulatory and Operative clauses.

Preambulatory Clauses

Preambulatory clauses make up the first part of a resolution. Their purpose is to highlight past
actions taken on a topic, for the benefit of the committee, to understand what has been done and
what still needs to be achieved. It is also a place to acknowledge facts about the situation and
establish them. When writing a preambulatory clause, delegates need to follow a specific
structure. The start of a preambulatory clause must be one of the clause starters like those
below. The clause starter must be italicised, and followed by a statistic or acknowledgment of a
part of the situation. Some examples are at the located in the Sample Resolution below

Sample starters:

Affirming Bearing in mind ContemplatingDeclaring Emphasising

Guided by Expressing its appreciation Having considered

Keeping in mind Referring Welcoming Recalling

Taking note Aware of Having examined Seeking
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Operative Clauses

Operative clauses make up the body of the resolution. Their purpose is to propose possible
solutions to the issue at hand. It’s important to ensure that operative clauses are thorough, and
addressing the problem at hand in a relevant way. The structure of the operative clause consists
of the main body, subclauses (to highlight details of the proposed solutions) then sub-sub
clauses to further elaborate. Delegates must start their operative clauses with a starter, like those
below. A resolution is composed of mainly operative clauses and they are vital to the success of
a resolution. Delegates should come prepared with a few operative clauses to use during
lobbying and merging. To see the structure of the operative clause, look at the sample
resolution.

Acknowledges Authorizes Confirms Recommends

Advises Calls for Congratulates Urges

Affirms Condemns Considers

Appeals Commends Decides

Approves Concurs Declares
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Sample Resolution

FORUM: (Committee Name)
QUESTION OF: (Topic)
MAIN-SUBMITTED BY: (Delegation of Main Submitter)
CO-SUBMITTED BY: (Delegations who contributed to the Resolution, “Co-Submitters”)

Recalling the UN’s resolution in 2010 on Universal Health Coverage, and world health coverage
day, which urges all governments to providing all people with access to affordable and good
quality health,

Recognizes that the UN and WHO have launched the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s,
and Adolescent’s Health to improve the lives of women, children, and adolescents and prevent
death among them,

1. Urges all member nations to establish a new database framework which will be
headquartered by the academic capitals of each participating nation which will include
specific medical information on each citizen, securely protected by international
cyber-security experts, to improve global healthcare effectiveness in ways such as but not
limited to:

a. Ensuring that the diagnosis and the treatment delivered follow the most recently
accepted medical conventions,

b. Assisting in the identification of patients should an accident occur in ways such as
but not limited to:

i. Retaining information on the families or loved ones of the injured
individual so as to improve communication with the communities of the
injured person

ii. Easily understanding the insurance plan of the individual and their family;
c. Encourages willing insurance and pharmaceutical data to contribute and utilise the

data in this database and banning the discrimination of patients with pre-existing
conditions and providing a forum for patients to adaquetely contest insurance
companies under the protection of the World Health Organsisation if they feel that
this is the case
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2. Recommends addressing the lack of knowledge about healthcare and health treatment
through the further education and support of those living in areas susceptible to disease
as well as rural and inaccessible areas to improve the rates of disease and unhealthiness
in those areas through means such as but not limited to:

a. Providing lower cost health insurance to people who cannot afford them,
especially in rural areas, the difference funded by the UN and the World Bank

b. Educating people about general knowledge on how to identify fatal or
contagious diseases and treatment of basic health conditions in ways such as but
not limited to:

i. Sending qualified volunteers to rural areas which lack health-care
services and educating the people in those areas,

ii. Instructing schools and colleges to educate their students about these
basic conditions with assistance from volunteers as mentioned previously

c. This act will ensure that the lack of knowledge about these issues is prevented
and that the general population of these areas, children and youths in particular,
will be aware of these issues through their lifetime and will be less susceptible to
viruses and other diseases
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