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Introduction:

The Tigray refugee crisis is one of Africa’s most pressing humanitarian conflicts.

Tigray is a northern region of Ethiopia, bordering Eritrea and Sudan. The refugee crisis

was one of the devastating results of the Tigray war. Moreover, the Tigray war was one

fought by the Ethiopian federal government allied with Eritrean forces against the Tigray

People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which spiralled into a two year war zone, resulting in

2.6 million people being internally displaced, 5 million people facing starvation and a

region wide famine.

Fig. 1 Map showing the northern Ethiopian region of Tigray bordering Eritrea and Sudan

Moving forward, the conflict officially began on the 4th of November 2020, and

was declared a civil war soon after. The conflict also involves the Amhara and Amfar

regions of Ethiopia, however, most armed conflict occurs within the Tigray region.

Furthermore, the conflict arose in the first place due to Ethiopia’s treacherous journey

from Italian occupation (although never formally colonised, it was occupied by the

Italians for a 5 year long period during WWII). Due to long term impacts from its fight to
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recover from resource exploitation and an underdeveloped economy, the nation was put

on a trajectory to face these humanitarian crises from the beginning. In addition, the

Tigray leaders wanted to spark this conflict because they felt that the Ethiopian federal

government was corrupt and believed they were abusing their power. Furthermore, the

Tigray leaders played a crucial role in the ceasefire of the Ethiopian Empire’s Civil war,

which would be beneficial for the TPLF party in gaining popular vote.

Finally, in early 2021, the Ethiopian federal government as well as allied forces

from Eritrea described the nation as one in a state of emergency, and called for a

unilateral ceasefire. However, not all armed forces agreed to this, and the violence

continued up until the 2nd of November 2022 (officially). According to the UNHCR, at

the time of the conflict, there were 6.5 million citizens living within the Tigray region,

many of which worked in agriculture, and were below the poverty line. This was greatly

impacted by the war, causing thousands to flee to the bordering country, Sudan. Sudan

in itsel was not economically or politically stable enough to recieve the mass influx of

refugees, however was somewhat backed by NGOs and the UN to receive the 60,000

internally displaced persons in 2020 alone (over the span of 2 months).

Definition of Key Terms:
1. Humanitarian crisis: According to the Oxford dictionary, “describing an event or

situation that causes or involves a lot of human suffering, especially one that

requires aid to be provided to a large number of people.”

2. Internally displaced persons: According to the United Nations, “  persons or

groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their

homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to

avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations

of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed

an internationally recognized border.”

3. Famine: According to the Oxford dictionary, “ a lack of food during a long period

of time in a region.”
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4. Corruption: According to the Oxford dictionary, “dishonest or illegal behavior,

especially of people in authority allegations of bribery and corruption”

5. State of emergency: According to the Oxford dictionary, “a situation of national

danger or disaster in which a government suspends normal constitutional

procedures in order to regain control.”

Background Information

Ethiopian Empire’s Civil war

The Ethiopian empire’s civil war was one that saw many atrocities and heinous crimes

committed. The civil war ran from 1974 to 1991, which was a war fought between different

regions in Ethiopia and Eritrea (which at that time was part of the Ethiopian empire). However, in

1970, a militia formed in present-day Eritrea called the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front or

EPLF, and they wanted Eritrea’s independence from Ethiopia. Following this, in 1977, a dictator

rose to power, Colonel Mengistu. He wanted to strengthen his regime throughout the nation, to

destroy any political opponents in a period known as “The Red Terror.” This had significant

consequences, though, as other militia groups started to form in detest Mengistu's harsh rule

over the nation, one of which was the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). From 1977 to the

late 1980s, military groups started to form alliances to combat Mengistu’s constant armed troops

and forces trying to disband “radical rebels'. ' This was particularly significant within the northern

regions of the Ethiopian Empire or formal alliances between the EPLF and the TPLF. This

alliance was the strongest armed force amongst the military and ultimately was successful in

overthrowing Mengistu’s regime in 1991. Additionally, after Mengistu was overthrown, Eritrea

immediately declared its independence, which left the TPLF as a major party in the running of

the nation. There were many other historic factors following 1991, such as the TPLF severing

ties with Eritrea and seeing numerous violent outbursts throughout the nation. However, the

TPLF was overthrown from their position of running the nation in 2018 and replaced with Abiy

Ahmed, who strongly excreted the TPLF.
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Tigray People’s Liberation Front’s involvement in parliament

The Tigray People’s Liberation Front, prior to the war, was always the main contender in

Ethiopia and the Ethiopian Empire’s parliament. After 1991, when communist dictator Mengistu

was overthrown, the TPLF gained total power over the country. This was attainable as the EPLF

was no longer a dominant militia, leaving the TPLF the only put-together (number-wise and

economic-wise) militia group to take over. From 1991 to 2018, the TPLF ran Ethiopia somewhat

democratically and had electoral regional elections every four years. However, due to the

Ethiopian empire being recently disbanded and the empire consisting of numerous minority

ethnic, cultural, and societal groups, it was difficult for the TPLF to unite the nation to support its

reign. With this being said, the TPLF resorted to using many violent means to control the

population and minority militia groups from arising. Additionally, the growing unrest in the

population with the violent means for control led Abiy Ahmed, an advocate for peace in Ethiopia,

to securely overthrow the entire political party in 2018.

Current Situation

Current updates on the Tigray refugee crisis

As of the 3rd of November 2022, there was an official ceasefire for the Tigray war

between the Ethiopian federal government (allied with Eritrean forces) and the Tigray People’s

Liberation Front. An attempt for this ceasefire was also made in early 2021, followed by early

2022. However, all parties involved were unable to come to a mutual consensus on the

aftereffects and repercussions of said conflict. With this being said, though the war has formally

ended, it still leaves millions of individuals from the Tigray region internally displaced and still

facing a mass famine throughout the entire northern region of Ethiopia. Sudan has received a

mass influx of Ethiopian refugees over the past two years, and as a nation that provides asylum

to refugees from at least seven countries (Syria, Yemen, Eritrea, Central African Republic,

Somalia, Ethiopia, Djibouti, and more), which impacts Sudan’s socio-economic demographics as

well.
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Ethiopia

Since Tigray is a region of northern Ethiopia, and the Tigray war (along with the

Ethiopian Empire’s civil war) was all within this nation, it is a given that Ethiopia is one of the main

parties involved. Due to this being a civil war situation (or recently post-civil war), the nation’s

heads are divided on this subject. Abiy Ahmed, the prime minister of Ethiopia, is a leader who

calls for all violence to stop, a mandated ceasefire, and relocation of internally displaced persons

affected by the war. The TPLF, as a political party, also agreed to the ceasefire and commented

that the people most affected are the citizens of Ethiopia. However, they hold strong to their belief

that the federal government is abusing its power.

Sudan

Upon the mass influx of Ethiopian refugees, amongst internally displaced persons from

numerous other African and Middle Eastern nations, Sudan has opened its borders to any

Ethiopian refugee seeking asylum from the Tigray war. However, tensions between Sudan and

Ethiopia are exceedingly high as their disagreement stances on the creation of the Grand

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) and Ethiopian farmers exploiting and using militia groups to

take Sudanese crop fields on the border. This creates a tension-filled political relationship

between the two countries.

Eritrea

After the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front had succeeded in overthrowing Mengistu’s

regime and called for independence, their relationship with the TPLF seriously deteriorated. This

is because one of the TPLF’s many political agendas was to try and advance into Eritrea to claim

land. However, this was forcefully declined by the EPLF’s armed forces. With this being said,

when the Tigray war started, the EPLF allied with the Ethiopian Federal government and fought

against its once ally, the TPLF.
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UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

The United Nations has been an avid opposition to the violence and destruction going on

in Ethiopia. The United Nations sub-committee, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), has

been supplying the citizens of the Tigray region with food to combat the famine. However, this

has been suddenly stopped due to an increase in airstrikes (WFP distributing food from early

2021-January 2022). Moreover, they have deployed numerous WFP aid workers in the greater

Ethiopian northern region to help provide factual accounts of statistics, as well as precursors to

donors for how many citizens require immediate help.

The UN Senate of Foreign Relations has put cross a resolution to help combat the

Tigray war and refugee crisis (as well as the famine and humanitarian conflicts arising due to

the conflict):

● Name of Resolution: Calling on the Government of Ethiopia, the Tigray People's

Liberation Front, and other belligerents in the conflict in the Tigray Region of Ethiopia to

cease all hostilities, protect human rights, allow unfettered humanitarian access, and

cooperate with independent investigations of credible atrocity allegations (S.Res.97)

● Date: 24/03/21 (24th March 2021)

● Resolution 97 on Humanitarian Crisis in Ethiopia

Possible Solutions

1. Explore international interference:
a) If Eritrea, Sudan, and Ethiopia are undergoing this humanitarian crisis, and little

to no progress has been made in terms of calling for a peace talk to address the

influx of refugees, perhaps other nations could facilitate these

b) Due to the ongoing famine in Ethiopia as a result of the war, perhaps nations

could donate rations securely and safely to citizens who are within the

destruction zone of the war

6

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-resolution/97/text/rs#:~:text=97%20%2D%20A%20resolution%20calling%20on,independent%20investigations%20of%20credible%20atrocity


MSMUN@UWCSEA | January 26-27, 2018

2. Measures to facilitate relocation centers for refugees within East Africa
a) Creation and strengthening of political relationships with member states in East

Africa to open borders for the influx of refugees coming from the greater northern

region of Ethiopia

b) International intervention within East Africa to ensure adequate living conditions

for internally displaced persons seeking asylum in neighboring countries of

Ethiopia
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